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PCs, Liberals 
respond to UCC 
- APC/UkrNews 

questionnaire 


(UkrNews)— Both the ruling Pro- 
gressive Conservative Party and the 
Official Opposition Alberta Liber- 
als have responded to an election 
questionnaire on issues pertaining to 
Alberta’s Ukrainian community put 
together by Ukrainian News and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress — 
Alberta Provincial Council. 

The New Democrats and the 
Wildrose Alliance Party had also 
been sent the questionnaire, but had 
not responded by the deadline of 5 
pm Wednesday, Feb. 20 — the day 
before this issue of Ukrainian News 
went to press. 

All the responses, including those 
received after the Ukrainian News 
deadline will be posted on the UCC 
—APC’s website (www.uccab.ca). 

In addition, the UCC — APC, in 
conjunction with the Ukrainian Pro- 
fessional and Business Club of 
Edmonton, has organized a forum 
for party representatives to address 
Ukrainian community issues at St, 
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Parish’s Verkhovyna Hall at 9637 - 
108 Ave., Edmonton, Tuesday, Feb. 
26 at 7:00 pm. 

The questions dealt with four top- 
ics — the commemoration of the 
ТЕ аппіуєгзагу of the Holodomor- 
Genocide in Ukraine, Immigration, 
Education and the Ukrainian Cul- 
tural Heritage Village. 

The first question was as follows: 
“This year Ukraine and the world 
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are marking the 75" Anniversary of 
the 1932-33 Holodomor-Genocide 
in Ukraine, in which an estimated 7 
- 10 million Ukrainians were delib- 
erately starved to death by Soviet 
Dictator Joseph Stalin. Next year it 
will become part of the core Social 
Studies curriculum for Grade 11 stu- 
dents in the study of historical geno- 
cides. 

“Tn honour and memory of the 
victims: 

“Are you in favour of a Govern- 
ment Bill recognizing the 
Holodomor as an act of genocide 
against the people of Ukraine and 
setting aside the fourth Saturday in 
November of each year as a Day of 
Remembrance of the Holodomor- 
Genocide?” 

The Progressive Conservative re- 
sponse was: 

“The government has already pro- 
claimed the Holocaust Memorial 
Day and Genocide Remembrance 
Act and feels that there should be 
consideration of the introduction of 
a similar piece of legislation for the 
Holodomor-Genocide Day of Re- 
membrance.” 

The Liberal response was: 

“The Alberta Liberals recognize 
the atrocities committed in Ukraine 
under Stalin. We are certainly in 
favour of any attempts directed at 
commemorating these cruelties. We 
do not feel it is our place however, 
to initiate such efforts — only to sup- 
port those who would endeavour to 
proceed with them.” 

There were two questions on Im- 
migration: 

1. “Would you support the cre- 
ation of a provincial advisory body 
on immigration which would in- 
clude representatives of ethnic com- 
munities in Alberta?” 

2.“Would you support budget al- 
locations to community-based 
settlement agencies to enhance their 


capabilities as is done in 
Saskatchewan?” 
The PC response was: 


“SImmigration is an important is- 
sue to the Progressive Conservative 
Party and that is why under the lead- 
ership of Ed Stelmach, we have cre- 
ated the government Ministry of 
Employment, Immigration and In- 
dustry to focus the government’s 
attention on the issue of immigra- 
tion. 

“While the federal government is 
responsible for admitting individu- 
als to Canada, the Alberta Govern- 
ment is responsible for coordinating 


Cont. on Page 3 
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Leap across the Danube 


The Dunai (Danube) Dancers perform during the finale of the “Celebrations” dinner theatre held at the Ukrai- 
nian Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton, Feb. 8 апа 9. The event was organized as a fundraiser for те 5Oth 
anniversary Eastern European Tour of the Verkhovyna Song and Dance Ensemble next year, The Ensemble 
consists of Dunai and the Verkhovyna Choir (shown in the background). For more see Page 20 of this issue. 


Яценюк 1 Янукович перенесли 
"остаточне рішення" 


(Українська правда) - Спікер Арсеній Яценюк 
погоджується з пропозицією Партії регіонів провес-- 
ти у понеділок (25 лютого) круглий стіл за участі 
всіх фракцій і пропонує підписати на ньому угоду 
про розблокування роботи парламенту. 

Про це він сказав на засіданні фракції Партії регі - 
онів у четвер (21 лютого). 

"Я підтримую вашу ідею про проведення круглого 
столу. На цей круглий стіл у нас є базове рішення -- 
це політична угода, яка має бути підписана за ре- 
зультатами такого круглого столу. Це системний 
документ, який ми зараз доповнимо з урахуванням 
тих пропозицій, які сьогодні висловлені фракцією 
Партії регіонів", - сказав Яценюк. 

Він також зазначив, що 21 лютого стрінеться з 
представниками Компартії i Блоку Литвина, a 22 
лютого - з двома фракціями більшості. 

"За суботу-неділю ми цю угоду доопрацьовуємо 


і давайте в понеділок в присутності преси спробуємо 
дійти до політичного консенсусу», - сказав Яценюк. 

При цьому спікер попросив Партію регіонів при- 
брати зі списку своїх вимог усі "резонансні полі-- 
тичні" законопроекти, які "розпалюють ворожнечу 
в суспільстві". 

«Давайте все, що резонансне — відкинемо в 
сторону. Поставимо на розгляд лише ті речі, які 
цікаві суспільству", - сказав він. 

«Політичні резонансні речі, ті чи інші закони, які 
інспірують в суспільстві тільки розпалювання BO— 
рожнечі, притаманні лише бідній нації. Коли ми 
вирішимо соціально-економічні проблеми, тоді 
давайте дійдемо до всіх інших, які роз'єднують 
українську націю?, - додав Яценюк. 

У свою чергу Янукович, завершуючи засідання 
фракції, сказав: 

“Y понеділок ми приймемо остаточне рішення". 
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"Наша Україна"? пропонує "відщепенцям? 
підкоритися чи здати мандати 


(Українська правда) -Президія партії "Народний 
союз "Наша Україна" вважає підстави виходу з пар-- 
тії голови секретаріату президента Віктора Балоги, 
його заступника Романа Безсмертного та 5 депутатів 
Верховної Ради надуманими й абсурдними. 

Про це йдеться в заяві президії партії щодо офіцій.- 
ної позиції у зв'язку з виходом Балоги і ще шістьох 
осіб злав НСНУ, розміщеній на сайті блоку "НУ-НС". 

"Кожен політик має право вільно вийти з будь- 
якої партії і обрати інший шлях самореалізації. Од- 
нак відповідальні політики чесно інформують сус-- 
пільство про причини і цілі своїх дій. Цілком оче- 
видно, що приводи, подані нашими колишніми коле - 
гами як підстави виходу з партії, є надуманими", - 
сказано в заяві. 

"Заявляти про вихід з партії, почесним головою 
якої є президент України, обгрунтовуючи це бажан-- 
ням підтримати президента, не тільки аморально, але 
й абсурдно?, - вважає президія НСНУ. 

"Цілком очевидно, що такими діями наші колишні 
однопартійці свідомо чи несвідомо шкодять як 
президенту (Віктору) Ющенку, так і найбільшій 
політичній силі, на яку президент спирається в 
парламенті та суспільстві", - йдеться в заяві. 

Не менш абсурдними, на думку президії НСНУ, є 
"звинувачення в недемократичності партійного 
життя, особливо якщо з ними виступають люди, які 
не лише давно не беруть участь у роботі керівних 
органів партії, а й місяцями навіть не бувають у її 


офісі". 

"Наша Україна" була й залишається демократич-- 
ною парламентською партією України, партією 
Майдану, партією президента Ющенка", - запевняє 
президія партії. 

"Ми послідовно працюємо для забезпечення 
єдності демократичної коаліції i реалізації 3060— 
в'язань, які підтримав український народ, обираючи 
президента Ющенка і нинішній склад парламенту. 
Ми не зійдемо з цього шляху і не зрадимо своїх 
виборців", - обіцяють у пропрезидентській партії. 

Президія НСНУ нагадує також, що "вийшовши з 
партії, п'ятеро народних депутатів залишаються 
членами фракції блоку "Наша Україна - Народна 
Самооборона" і мають виконувати волю виборців, 
коаліційну угоду і рішення фракції, або добровільно 
скласти депутатські мандати". 

"Ми запевняємо наших виборців, що і надалі до- 
кладемо усіх зусиль, аби пропрезидентська демокра - 
тична більшість у парламенті була непорушною», - 
запевняє президія партії НСНУ. 

Як відомо, 15 лютого з партії НСНУ вийшов Ба- 
лога, а 19 лютого - член Політради НСНУ, заступник 
глави секретаріату президента Безсмертний, а також 
депутати: Михайло Полянчич (голова Центральної 
контрольно-ревізійної комісії НСНУ), Ігор Кріль 
(заступник голови партії), Віктор Тополов (член 
президії НСНУ), Оксана Білозір та Василь Петьовка 
(обоє - члени Політради партії). 


Люди Ахметова можуть піти до Балоги? 


(Українська правда)  -У нову партію, яку створює 
глава секретаріату президента Віктор Балога, Mo— 
жуть увійти близько 30% депутатів фракції Партії 
регіонів. 

Саме стільки депутатів Партії регіонів так чи 
інакше пов'язані з Рінатом Ахметовьтм і підтримали 
дострокові вибори минулого року, пише газета 
"Дело". 

Видання, з посиланням на звернення, що свідчить, 
по якій лінії проходить розкол між депутатами- 
"регіоналами" відзначає, що співвідношення сил, що 
підтримують Януковича й Ахметова складає 70% 
на 30%. 

Це звернення 179 народних депутатів до екс-глави 
Ради Олександра Мороза з вимогою провести поза-- 
чергову сесію парламенту 31 липня 2007 року. На 
сесії депутати планували дати оцінку діям прези- 
дента по розпуску парламенту і зупинити механізм 
дострокових виборів, відзначає видання. 

"Тоді Партія регіонів не прийшла до єдиної думки 
щодо того, чи варто їм іти в парламент. Із 179 депу-- 
татів, що вимагали провести позачергову сесію, свій 
підпис поставили лише 125 "регіоналів". 61 депутат 
найбільшої фракції не підтримали цю ідею. 

У списку депутатів-прихильників проведення 
позачергової сесії не було Ріната Ахметова, Бориса 
Колеснікова, Раїси Богатирьової. 

А також цілої низки депутатів, які мають відно- 
шення до бізнес-імперії Ахметова: гендиректора 


блокувати, але ми проголосуємо?, - упевнений 

Чорновіл також прогнозує, що в парламенті можуть бути проведені 
слухання перед ратифікацією вступу в СОТ. 

Прицьому він зазначає, що його впевненість у ратифікації свідчить 
—posnycky Верховної Ради й проведення позачергових виборів не буде. 

Як відомо, Україна домовилася про вступ у СОТ. 5 лютого 
Генеральна рада СОТ схвалила вступ України в організацію. 

Після підписання відповідних документів Україна повинна paTH— 
фікувати ухвалене рішення не пізніше ніж 4 липня 2008 року. Після 
ратифікації Україна набуде членство в СОТ протягом 30 днів. 

Участь у СОТ дасть змогу вітчизняним товарам одержати більш 
вільний доступ на ринки інших країн, а іноземним товарам - на 
український ринок. СОТ об'єднує понад 150 країн. 


BAT "Азовмаш? Олександра Савчука, президента AT 
“APC” Ігоря Гуменюка, генерального секретаря ЗАТ 
"Футбольний клуб "Шахтар" Юрія Колоцея. 

Також не було помічника гендиректора ЗАТ 
"Люкс" Володимира Мальцева, почесного президен- - 
та Центрального i Північного ГЗКов (входять у 
"Метінвест") Олександра Вілкула, директора депар-- 
таменту безпеки АТ "Систем Кепітал Менеджмент" 
Володимира Малишева, президента ЗАТ "Футболь-- 
ний клуб "Шахтар? Сергія Кія і багатьох інших. 

Тим самим вони погодилися на дострокові вибори, 
нагадує видання. 

Правда, до 10-12 депутатів Партії регіонів не під-- 
писалися за проведення позачергової сесії парла-- 
менту в липні минулого року з технічних причин. 

Можна говорити, що депутатське крило Ахметова 
у фракції Партії регіонів складається приблизно з 
50 осіб. 

На існування внутрішніх протиріч вказала недавня 
заява члена Партії регіонів Володимира Ландика, 
близького до Віктора Януковича, який упевнений, 
що партію починають використовувати для задово-- 
лення особистих амбіцій окремі її члени. 

Раніше лідер соціалістів Олександр Мороз заявив, 
що припускає перехід частини "регіоналов" у нову 
партію, яку створює Балога. 

Мороз відзначав, що перебіжчиками стануть саме 
ті, хто минулого року відмовився брати участь у 
позачерговій сесії. 


Чорновіл упевнений що Регіони 
ратифікуватимуть СОТ 


ум Й (Українська правда) Депутат фракції Партії регіонів, перший 

і заступник голови комітету з закордонних справ Тарас Чорновіл 
упевнений, що Верховна Рада ратифікує протокол про вступ України 
у Світову організацію торгівлі в травні-червні. 

Про це він сказав " Українським новинам". 

Чорновіл зазначив, що зараз у парламенті склалась не найкраща 
ситуація для ратифікації необхідних для вступу в СОТ документів, 
але він упевнений, що все буде зроблено вчасно. 

"Ми можемо говорити, але, думаю, у травні-червні відбудеться 
ратифікація", - сказав він. 

При цьому Чорновіл зазначив, що вступ у COT i необхідні для цього 
законопроекти неприйнятні тільки для фракції Комуністичної партії, 
решта парламентських сил готові до ратифікації. 

«Вони (КПУ) знову виставлять транспаранти, будуть намагатися 


з ее 


регіонал". 
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the immigration policy in Alberta 
and to support that mandate has de- 
veloped a ‘Made-in-Aiberta’ immi- 
gration strategy. 

“Under the strategy Alberta will 
focus on: 

¢ Improvements to the Provincial 
Nominee and Temporary foreign 
worker programs; 

e A new immigration agreement 
with the federal government; 

е Increased settlement services; 
and 

» Improved recruitment and at- 
traction initiatives 

“The Conservative Government 
has identified the need to inform 
new immigrants and those interested 
in coming to Alberta on opportuni- 
ties in the province, the immigration 
process and settling in Alberta. The 
Conservative Government sought 
insight and advice from a variety of 
key stakeholders, including immi- 
grant serving agencies, during the 
creation of an immigration portal 
website that will be a one stop in- 
formation source for immigrants. 
This information site was developed 
in conjunction with the federal gov- 
ernment www.alberta-canada.com/ 
immigration 

“The Progressive Conservative 
Party believes strongly in working 
closely with settlement agencies and 
feels they are a vitally important re- 
source for immigrants and tempo- 
rary foreign workers.” 

The Liberals responded: 

1.”As the vast majority of new 
immigrants to Alberta rely a great 
deal on the members of their ethnic 
communities for assistance in settle- 
ment, an advisory body is certainly 
within the realm of possibility for 
our party. Currently, we do meet 
with and discuss issues of immigra- 
tion extensively with local ethnic 
communities. We would certainly be 
open to considering the formation 
of such an official body.” 

2. “We agree with budget alloca- 
tions for community based settle- 
ment agencies. These agencies pro- 
vide an essential service to new 
Albertans, and supporting a targeted 
funding approach which is closer to 
their own communities is an excel- 
lent approach to efficient assis- 
tance.” 

There were also two questions on 
Education: 

1. “How important is multilingual 
education for Alberta students? 

2. “What initiatives would your 
party take to ensure that Alberta stu- 
dents have multilingual capabili- 
ties?” 

The PC response was: 

“The Progressive Conservative 
Party strongly believes in support- 
ing students in their choice of lan- 
guage learning opportunities. The 
Conservative government continues 
to encourage and support School 


Boards to make second language 
programs available where possible. 
The government continues to de- 
velop study, learning and teaching 
resources for many languages in- 
cluding Ukrainian, French, Cree, 
Chinese, German, Japanese, 
Punjabi, and Spanish. 

“The Progressive Conservative 
Government also supports students 
with English as a second language 
and funding for the provision for 
ESL programming now stands at 
over $40million 

The Liberal response was: 

1. “Multilingual education is in- 
credibly important to Alberta’s stu- 
dents. Increasingly, we are living in 
a world where speaking more than 
one language serves as an excellent 
advantage, at home or in interna- 
tional affairs. In encouraging multi- 
lingual education, we are giving our 
provinces’ students the opportunity 
to remain competitive in today’s glo- 
bal market.” 

2. ’Our party has ensured that 
multilingual education is included as 
a key piece in our education plat- 
form. We have allotted funds to en- 
courage this area to flourish, as well, 
we wholeheartedly support new pro- 
grams and initiative to assist stu- 
dents in acquiring skills in new lan- 
guages. “ 

The last question fell under the 
category of Tourism: 

“Over the past 35+ years, the 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village 
has become a world-class open-air 
museum, documenting the contribu- 
tion of Alberta’s early Ukrainian 
pioneers in developing our province 
and country. Yet the site has endured 
the cutbacks and withdrawn com- 
mitment of previous governments, 
and today remains unfinished. Now, 
as the early pioneers and their chil- 
dren are dying off, and old historic 
structures in east central Alberta are 
rotting away or being demolished, 
it is now under threat of never be- 
ing completed. 

“Will you see to the immediate 
completion of this lasting tribute to 
the Ukrainian community in 
Alberta, and if so, how?” 

The PC response was: 

“The Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village is a tremendous facility for 
all Albertans that wonderfully show- 
cases the Ukrainian spirit and im- 
portance to the development of our 
province. The Progressive Conser- 
vative Party will continue to support 
the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage. 

“As the MLA for the constituency, 
Ed Stelmach, continues to person- 
ally support the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village, including attend- 
ing and supporting the 2007 Rescu- 
ing Heritage Open fundraising event 
in 2007.” 

The Liberals did not respond to 
that question. 


EU-Ukraine deal to increase trade 


(Ukrainian Journal) —The EU and Ukraine began free-trade talks on 
Feb. 18 that should lead to increased trade. 

EU trade commissioner Peter Mandelson and President Viktor 
Yushchenko launched negotiations for a free trade agreement between the 
EU and Ukraine less than two weeks after the finalization of Ukraine’s 
World Trade Organization accession process on Feb. 5. 

“A landmark event takes place today in Kyiv. We have officially an- 
nounced the beginning of talks on a profound free trade zone,” Yushchenko 


said at a meeting with Mandelson. 


The president stressed that the main goal of Ukraine is to reach a politi- 
cal decision on the creation of a free trade zone between Ukraine and the 


EU by this September. 


INTEGRITY * 


Are you seeking for an extra income? Where you can work 
online from home and get paid monthly. 


Contact for more details: visionartgallery 1@yahoo.com 


Andrew Beniuk 


Your Advocate For Highlands - Norwood 


Authorized by: Andrew Beniuk PC Сатраїп - 3315 А - 118 Ave. 


HONESTY " ACCOUNTABILITY | 


HEALTH CARE " CHILD CARE * TACKLING CRIME е- LOWER TAXES « ENVIRONMENT 


ADVANCE POLL - February 28,29 & March 1, 2008 


CALL FOR A COMPLIMENTARY TRANSPORTATION TO YOUR POLL 


8803 - 118 Avenue 
Hours: 9:00 am - 8:00 pm 


Продовжуймо 15-років визначної 
служби в Альбертській Легіслятурі 
на користь нашої громади! 


Re-Elect Gene Zwozdesky 


485-1161 for info, lawn sign 


=m «СОН 


Gene@Gene4MLA.com 


e Experience е Ability e Proven Record — Hard Worker! 


A few examples of Gene’s major accomplishments 
as MLA, as Minister and as Chair of the ACAUR: 


| У established the Advisory Council on Alberta-Ukraine Relations (ACAUR) 


У organized the first-ever trip by an Alberta Premier to Ukraine (2002) 

У twinned Edmonton Ukrainian Bilingual Schools with schools in Lviv, Ukraine 
Y increased funding for Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village 

У" authored A lberta’s first-ever “20-Year Strategic Capital Plan” for infrastructure 
У helped reduce personal and corporate business taxes 

Y helped eliminate heaith care premiums for seniors (and soon for all Albertans) 
У" championed billions more dollars for Edmonton’s new hospitals, schools, etc. 
Y obtained funding to build more than 20 new schools in Edmonton 

У initiated formal negotiations to resolve the Teachers’ Pension Liability 

У" established Alberta’s first-ever High School Completion Symposium 

Y created Alberta’s first-ever Office for Disability Issues 

Y frequently speaks in Ukrainian during Legislative Assembly introductions 


On March 3, vote for Gene Zwozdesky for MLA 


ха 
ye г жов? 


| 


Authorized by Dennis Kowalishin, CFO 9833-63 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta , for Gene Zwozdesky 


CONTINENTAL 
INN 


16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA TSP 4A8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 
вкиповинононовововиеоювоюмоюмоєогювоониюмоюи 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


В першу болючу річницю 
смерти мого дорогого мужа 
бл. п. Стефана Коваля, який 
відійшов у вічність 

6-го березня 2007 р., 
складаю пожертву $100.00 на 
пресовий фонд Нового Шляху, 
як нев'янучий вінок 

на могилу Покійого. 

Нехай пам'ять про нього буде 
вічно поміж нами! 


Наталка Коваль з родиною 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca 


Вітаємо з 75-річчям 
Братство Українців Католиків Канади 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 

UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
e counselling and advice 
information, referral 
translation and interpretation 
assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


Українське Музичне Товариство Альберти 
і 
Конгрес Українців Канади 
(едмонтонський відділ) 
влаштовують 
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Колишні в'язниці окупаційних 
режимів у Львові планують 
відкрити для огляду 


Галина Терещук 

(Радіо Свобода )- Львівські науковці та дослідни-- 
ки вперше оглянули тюрму на Лонцького. Тут у ми-- 
нулому столітті діяли оперативні карально-репре-- 
сивні структури польського, радянського та німець-- 
кого окупаційних режимів. Це також була в'язниця 
для політичних в'язнів, серед яких чимало відомих 
українців, поляків, євреїв. У тюрмі на Лонцького 
планують створити меморіально-дослідницький 
комплекс пам'яті жертв окупаційних режимів. 

Вперше для невеликої групи журналістів і депута-- 
тів міськради працівники СБУ відчинили двері 
слідчого ізолятора восени 2005 року. У 1939-1941 
роках тут були скоєні наймасовіші вбивства галиць - 
кої інтелігенції. Розташована вона неподалік цент-- 
ральної частини міста, тюрма НКВС була найжор-- 
стокішою в усій Галичині. Це була в'язниця, у якій 
протягом усього періоду боротьби українців за влас-- 
ну державність, тут їх утримували i катували. Най-- 
масовіші вбивства відбувались наприкінці червня 
1941 року, коли Червона армія покидала Львів, ані- 
мецька наступала. 1645 людей закатували протягом 
кількох днів. 

У час німецької окупації на Лонцького допитували 
і вбили багатьох провідників ОУН, зокрема генерала 
УПА Івана Климіва під псевдо «Легенда». 

Після Другої світової війни тюрму використо-- 
вували енкаведисти. Через неї пройшли тисячі 
відомих львів'ян, зокрема глава УГКЦ кардинал 
Иосип Сліпий, провідник ОУН Роман Шухевич. 


Я бачила страшні темні камери, на стінах досі 
сліди від людської крові. Можна лише уявити, скіль- 
ки вистраждали ті люди, які тут перебували. У роки 
незалежності України в тюрмі на Лонцького роз- 
ташовувався слідчий ізолятор СБУ, який теж «про-- 
славився» вбивством невинного молодого чоловіка. 

Дослідники історії УПА разом із місцевими депу- 
татами домоглись, що у колишній тюрмі буде ство-- 
рений меморіально-дослідницький комплекс пам'яті 
жертв окупаційних режимів. У ньому можна прово-- 
дити оглядові екскурсії і займатись дослідженням 
визвольного руху. Наразі мерія вирішує питання 
фінансування для реалізації проекту і майнові. 

Автор численних книг про український повстан- 
ський рух Ярослав Сватко зазначив: «У цій камері 
можна було б зробити експозицію про людину, яка 
сиділа. Скажімо, про кардинала Сліпого була б 
достатньо цікава для всіх людей, які б сюди прийшли 
1 водночас це показувало б, як діяла радянська ка- 
рально-репресивна система, кого вона нищила і Ha— 
магалась винищити з суспільства, щоб українці 
перестали бути українцями». 

Науковцям 1 дослідникам дозволили ознайомитися 
із приміщенням колишньої тюрми, оглянути підвал, 
поверхи, тюремний дворик, камери, тюремне облад-- 
нання, що ще збереглися від страшних часів окупації. 
Однак на подвір'ї ще потрібно проводити дослідження. 
Оскільки там є ще людські поховання. Принаймі це 
підтверджує біолокаційна рамка. Меморіал у Львові 
створюватимуть за досвідом Польщі, Литви і Чехії. 


Новітній шлях «із варяг у греки» 


Зустріч міністрів закордонних справ ЄС i Чорноморського регіону 


Богдана Костюк 
Київ, 14 лютого 2008 

(Радіо Свобода )- Сьогодні 
Київ - столиця європейської дип-- 
ломатії. Тут зібралися міністри 
закордонних справ Євросоюзу і 
Чорноморського регіону, щоб вті - 
лити у життя нову регіональну 


Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta 


and 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(Edmonton Branch) 


present 


ПВ оно 


«Не забудьте пом'янути...» 


Shevchenko Comeert 


"Remember me with a kind, gentle word!" 


неділя, 9-го березня, 2008p. 
2:30 пополудні 
в Домі Української Молоді 
(9615 - 153 Аве.) 


Квитки - 58 заздалегідь, 510 при дверях 
Студентам: $5 (даром дітям нижче 14) 
Продаються в: Українській книгарні 
10215 - 97 вулиця (422-4255) 
або від членів управи KYK 


Sunday, March 9, 2008 


2:30 p.m. 


Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex 
(9615 -153 Ave.) 


Tickets - $8 in advance, $10 at door 
Students: $5 (Children under 14 - Free) 
Available at: Ukrainian Bookstore 
10215 - 97 Street (422-4255) 
or from UCC Executive members 


ініціативу Європейської комісії 
«Чорноморська взаємодія». 

Україна вперше приймає такий 
масштабний політичний форум, 
тож спочатку кілька цифр, HaBe— 
дених Міністерством закордонних 
справ: до Києва прибули сорок 
делегацій, 15 з них очолюють Mi— 
ністри закордонних справ. Серед 
учасників київського зібрання 
Президент України Віктор Ющенко 
й комісар Єврокомісії з питань 30B— 
нішніх відносин Беніта Ферреро- 
Вальднер. Роботу форуму висвіт- 
люватимуть близько двохсот жур-- 
налістів. 

«За результатами міністерської 
зустрічі планується ухвалення 
Спільної заяви. У рамках зустрічі 
міністрів країн - членів ЄС, і країн 
Чорноморського регіону обгово- 
рюватимуться основні питання з 
реалізації проектів регіонального 
значення, спрямованих на об'єд- 
нання транспортної системи, досяг-- 
нення енергетичної безпеки, ста- 
більності у регіоні», - повідомив 
Речник МЗС Василь Кирилич. 

Ці питання турбують не лише 
політиків, а й людей бізнесу, адже 
головне завдання Організації 
чорноморського економічного 
співробітництва — одного з ініці- 
аторів київського форуму - це 
поглиблення торговельно-еконо-- 
мічних стосунків між країнами 
Чорномор'я та Євросоюзу. Таке 
собі сучасне відновлення «шляху 
з варяг у греки», каже генераль- 
ний секретар ОЧЕС Леонідас 


Хризантопулос. 

Проведення форуму дозволить 
Україні повернути собі історичну 
славу «перехрестя» політичних та 
торговельно-економічних шляхів, 
поліпшить її імідж в Європі, зая-- 
вив міністр закордонних справ 
Володимир Огризко. Він зазначив, 
що, проводячи форум, Україна 
нагадає про свою європейськість: 
«Ми не сприймаємо себе у статусі 
сусідів Європи, бо ми не є сусі- 
дами, ми частина Європи. Інтег- 
ральна частина Європи. І ми бачи- 
мо своє майбутнє не сусідським, 
а європейським». 

З українським міністром згоден 
і голова представництва Євроко-- 
місії в Україні Ієн Боуг: «Україна 
по-новому будує свої відносини з 
ЄС, адже, з одного боку, вона 
долучилась до Світової організації 
торгівлі. Зі свого боку, Євросоюз 
у рамках програми «Чорномор-- 
ська ініціатива» надає імпульс 
співпраці країнам Чорномор'я. 
Тож зараз варто зосередитись на 
виробленні конкретних механіз-- 
мів для здійснення цієї програми, 
як країнам ОЧЕС, так і Євро- 
союзові». 

Які можуть бути реальні ре- 
зультати форуму для України? 
Передовсім, це перехід до реаль- 
них кроків у використанні альтер-- 
нативних російським джерел 
енергопостачання, а також мож- 
ливість взяти участь у розбудові 
транспортної інфраструктури 
вздовж узбережжя Чорного моря. 


У Донецьку знесли пам'ятний 
знак жертвам Голодомору 


(Канал 5)- Пам'ятний знак жертвам Голодомору знесли в Донецьку. 
Хрест, на місці якого планували звести каплицю, демонтували судові 
виконавці. Про це 5 каналу повідомив голова "Молодіжного союзу "Нашої 
України" Степан Барна. За його словами, санкцію на знесення знаку дав 
міський голова Донецька, а одразу після знесення хреста у сквері почали 
рубати дерева і готувати ділянку для будівельних робіт. При цьому Степан 
Барна стверджує, що кам'яний знак на місці, освяченому під будів- 
ництво храму, не постраждав. Нашоукраїнська молодіжка має намір звер- 
нутися до правоохоронних органів. А в мерії Донецька 75-му каналу" так 
прокоментували цю подію: жодних дозволів на зведення будь-яких пам'ят- 
них знаків Голодомору міська влада не давала. 
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Opposition groups 


reject reconciliatio 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Opposition groups 
led by the Regions Party rejected a plan for 
reconciliation in Parliament, setting the stage 
for prolonged political crisis in Ukraine, Par- 
liament Speaker Arseniy Yatseniuk said Feb. 
18. 

The failure to agree on the reconciliation 
plan between the groups may trigger a count- 
down for a possible dismissal of Parliament 
by President Viktor Yushchenko. 

Yatseniuk met Yushchenko on Feb. 18 to 
discuss possible options, including the dis- 
missal scenario, after the opposition groups 
had refused to sign the plan. 

“None of the reconciliation plans was 
backed by the opposition groups,” Yatseniuk 
told Yushchenko, according to a report by the 
presidential press service. 

Yushchenko on Feb. 18 signaled no indica- 
tions on the possible dismissal option. He 
called on political groups to agree on the 
settlement within Parliament. 
| Parliament is not operational since the 
middle of January as the Regions Party, the 
largest single pro-Russian group, has been 


Speaker proposes new solution 


(RFE/RL)—Parliament speaker Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk has proposed that the parties in the 
Verkhovna Rada sign an agreement aimed at 
resuming the parliament’s work, RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service reported on Feb. 19. 

He said that the solution to possible acces- 
sion to NATO should be based on the legisla- 
tion currently in force, and particularly on the 
law on the fundamentals of Ukraine’s secu- 
rity. 

Yatsenyuk also suggested that his signature 
on the letter asking NATO Secretary-General 
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer to give Ukraine a 
Membership Action Plan does not reflect the 
consolidated stance of the Verkhovna Rada 
on this issue. 

Yatsenyuk also proposed that the official 
stance of the Verkhovna Rada regarding 
NATO membership be presented publicly af- 
ter an appropriate debate in parliament itself. 


She saves 15% 
on her public transit costs — 
Public Transit Amount 
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Pension Income Splitting 


Canadians can also take advantage of a reduction in the lowest personal income tax 
rate from 15.5% to 15%, and an increase in the Basic Personal Amount to $9,600. 


Find out how easy it is to file your tax return online, get information on more programs, 
or find out how these benefits and credits affect you by visiting: 


canada.gc.ca/taxinfo 
or call 1-800-959-8281 TTY: 1-800-665-0354 
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blocking the podium protesting over plans for 
Ukraine’s speedy accession to NATO. 

The protest went off after Yushchenko, 
Yatseniuk and Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko had signed a letter asking NATO 
for permission to join the Membership Ac- 
tion Plan, a program that immediately pre- 
cedes the accession to the alliance, in April. 

Officials believe Ukraine could join the al- 
liance within two years after joining the MAP. 

Seeking to reach the reconciliation, 
Yatseniuk has drafted three different plans for 
a political settlement, including approval of a 
resolution that reflects an earlier stated posi- 
tion of the Regions Party making the acces- 
sion to the alliance possible only after the 
approval at a referendum. 

But the Regions Party, known for switch- 
ing its position over NATO depending on 
whether it’s in the government or in opposi- 
tion, has refused to back any of the plans, ac- 
cording to Yatseniuk. 

Instead, the party resorted to blowing bal- 
loons, which carried anti-NATO slogans, and 
making noise with pipes, making sessions in 
Parliament impossible. 

This triggered speculations that the party 
may have had a hidden agenda and has been 
seeking to aggravate the political standoff 
simply in hopes to topple the pro-Western 
government. 

“So, it becomes clear today that the prob- 
lem doesn’t lie in the area of NATO,” 
Yatseniuk told Yushchenko. \ 

Viktor Baloha, the chief of staff at ‘the 
Yushchenko office, issued a special statement 
accusing the opposition groups of aggravat- 
ing the political crisis, adding this may have 
“bad consequences” for the country. 

“The opposition groups have been playing 
for too long now in the forced stand-off,” 
Baloha said. “Obviously, they lost connection 
with their voters.” 

“Opinion polls clearly show that anti- 
NATO demands are not shared by the people 
who expect from Parliament work, not shows 
with balloons and pipes,” he said. 
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Elect 
JANICE SARICH 


Ready To Work For You. Ready To Make A Difference! 


Ready To Take Action On Your Priorities: 


* Dealing with Urban Realities: predictable, sufficient and stable funding 
arrangements to enable the City and School Boards to effectively deal 
with local priorities 


- Healthcare: greater savings and reduced cost through provincial and 
federal cooperation in "bulk buying" prescription drugs 


* Conservation and Smart Economic Growth: protecting our air, land 
and waiter, through a clear commitment to a healthy sustainable 
environment as a core element of smart planning for economic growth 


- Education: focus on a commitment to developing the full potential of 
all children and youth through all stages of education, including post 
secondary 


- Labour & Employment: finding ways to increase training opportunities 
to help solve the labour shortage in our local economy 


- Support for Seniors: more emphasis on home care for seniors, high 
standards for continuing care, and establishing a Seniors Advocate to 
ensure seniors’ issues get the attention they deserve 


HELP MAKE JANICE YOUR NEXT MLA IN EDMONTON-DECORE 
"АТрета 
Authorized by: Deborah Sekulic 


P.O. Box 31097 Edmonton, 
(CFO for Janice Sarich 


Take Action. Get Involved. Come Join Our Team. 
Call JANICE at 908-6288 wwwéjanicesarich.ca email: info@janicesarich.ca 
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Les Canadiens peuvent aussi bénéficier d'une réduction du taux d'imposition du revenu des particuliers le moins éleve, 
qui est passé de 15,5 % a 15 %, ainsi que d’une augmentation du montant personnel de base, qui a été porté а 9 600 5. 


Pour voir combien il est facile de produire votre déclaration de revenus en ligne, pour obtenir des renseignements sur 
d'autres programmes ou pour en savoir plus sur les avantages et crédits qui vous concernent, allez a: 


canada.gc.ca/infoimpot 
ou téléphonez au 1-800-959-7383 ATS : 1-800-665-0354 
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Canada 


March 4 Albertans go to the polls to elect a new 
government. This will be the first time on this province’s 
history that we will be voting on a government led by a 
Premier of Ukrainian origin. 

Since winning the Progressive Conservative leadership 
race in December 2006, Premier Ed Stelmach has taken a 
number of initiatives that benefit our community. These have 
included launching a made-in-Alberta immigration strategy 
with provisions for improving immigration from Ukraine, 
established lines of communication with the Embassy of 
Ukraine in Canada that will lead to further bilateral relations 
and has begun the process on a number of other initiatives 
that will see fruition after his re-elections. 

He also initiated a long-needed review of the provincial 
oil and gas royalty structure and adjusted the rates to ensure 
Albertans get a fairer share for their natural resources, 
increased funding for social programs, infrastructure, 
education, health care and other areas of responsibility. 

Throughout this time, Stelmach has proudly proclaimed 
his Ukrainian heritage and faith before all Albertans. This 
has led to some snide asides of covert prejudice, exemplified 
best by derisive comments about “Ukrainian farmers”. 
Undoubtedly some of the forces that consider themselves 
the ruling powers in this province got their noses out of joint 
when that upstart Stelmach and his garlic-chomping 
supporters took over the government. 

Well, considering what’s been done (or rather not been 
done) over the past few years, it’s about time a “Ukrainian 
farmer” did take over and got Alberta on the right track again. 

Therefore, it’s critical for our own community to get behind 
our Premier and also help elect a team that will get behind 
him and bolster our own representation within the 
government caucus. There are quite a few members of our 
community and our friends running in this election. Here 
are just some of the candidates we need to elect: 


Stelmach Country stalwarts 

Leading the pack in the Ukrainian rural settlement region 
of East Central Alberta (alternatively known as Stelmach 
Country), is none other than the Premier Ed Stelmach 
himself in Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville. He has 
represented this riding for 15 years now and we do no expect 
any surprises here. Here, the biggest enemy is complacency, 
so don’t take anything for granted. Make sure you get out 
and vote for Ed. 

Next door is Municipal Affairs Minister Ray Danyluk 
in Lac La Biche - St. Paul. As one ої Stelmach’s earliest 
and strongest caucus supporters in the leadership race (only 
Stelmach’s own riding delivered more votes that Lac La 
Biche St. Paul), Danyluk has become one of the most 
powerful ministers in the new cabinet. Having previously 
chaired the Alberta Council on Alberta/Ukraine Relations, 
Danyluk is familiar with many of the issues concerning our 
community and has made a determined effort to learn more. 
He will be a powerful voice bolstering out community in 
cabinet. 

Next door to him, we find Genia Leskiw running in 
Bonnyville-Cold Lake. A long-time Ukrainian community 
activist, Leskiw has served on the Advisory Council on 
Alberta-Ukraine Relations, the provincial Curriculum Board 
(Ukrainian as a second language), as President of the 
Lakeland Ukrainian Association, Executive member of the 
Kiey’s-K-Hi Ukrainian Youth Camp, and President of the 
St. Elias Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Leskiw will provide 
some very pro-active representation for our community and 
will enhance the very strong presence that both Stelmach 
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Support our Premier and give him an effective team 


and Danyluk maintain, and provide a valuable conduit 
between them and the organized Ukrainian community. 

One of the longest-serving MLAs in the legislature is Ken 
Kowalski in Barrhead - Morinville — Westlock. An MLA 
of mixed Ukrainian-Polish heritage, who traces his rots to 
Ternopil, Kowalski has maintained extensive links with our 
community over the years and championed many of our 
causes. Throughout his distinguished career he has served 
as Government House Leader, Deputy Premier and Speaker 
of the Legislature since 1997. He will most likely retain that 
position. Make sure he gets back. 


Returning our Edmonton veterans 

With Stelmach at the helm, there are even more members 
of our community and key supporters running in Edmonton 
than at any time since the Lougheed years. With the exception 
of the 2001 election, Edmonton has provided slim picking 
for the ruling Tories since the end of that time, but this year 
looks to be different. Much of this is due to Stelmach’s 
leadership. This may lead to a shift of weight in the PC caucus 
from Calgary to Edmonton and provides the Ukrainian 
community with an opportunity to greatly bolster our 
representation. 

Leading the way among the veterans is Associate Minister 
of Capital Planning Gene Zwozdesky in Edmonton Mill 
Creek. During his 15 years in the legislature Gene has 
amassed an impressive record of achievement. He established 
the Advisory Council on Alberta-Ukraine Relations 
(ACAUR), organized the first-ever trip by an Alberta Premier 
to Ukraine (2002), twinned Edmonton Ukrainian Bilingual 
Schools with schools in Lviv, and increased funding for 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village. Zwozdesky, who 
frequently speaks in Ukrainian during Legislative Assembly 
introductions, has been a critical spark plug igniting the 
government to act on key issues of concern to our community 
and his re-election should be a major priority. His margin 
was shaved quite considerably in the last election and, though 
we expect this to improve this time around, don’t take 
anything for granted, Get out there and hustle for Gene. 

Polish immigrant Thomas Lukaszuk in Edmonton Castle 
Downs (who may be of some Ukrainian origin) has been really 
working on expanding both his awareness of our issues and 
contacts with our community. He has grown considerably as 
an MLA throughout the years and is now a major asset in the 
legislature and as a representative for our community. 
“Landslide Lukaszuk” scraped through by only three votes 
in the last election, and only after several recounts. Nothing 
could provide better proof for the old adage that every vote 
counts. We need Thomas in the legislature and we need to 
ensure that we get every vote we can out for him on March 4. 

Andrew Beniuk, running in Edmonton Highlands- 
Norwood previously served in the Legislature from 1993 to 
1997, during which time he paid particular attention to issues 
such as multiculturalism and increasing the role of 
international languages in the development of Alberta’s 
international languages. As his track record clearly 
demonstrates, Andy will continue to be a most pro-active 
MLA who wears his Ukrainian heritage on his sleeve and 
will greatly enhance our community’s presence in the 
governing caucus. Running against NDP Leader Brian 
Mason, Beniuk has his work cut out for him. But let us 
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1993 — and won! So, you have to believe and if enough 
believers turn out to vote, another major upset will be in the 
making. 


Promising Edmonton newcomers 
There are also a number of newcomers running in Edmonton 
in this election. 

Janice Sarich in Edmonton Decore is one of the brightest 
lights. Although this is her first stab at provincial politics 
Janice has very ably represented the community as trustee 
on the Edmonton Catholic School Board for six years. During 
this time she actively advocated to the Board and the 
provincial government the issues brought to her attention by 
the Edmonton Catholic Schools-Ukrainian Bilingual Parent 
Advisory Society. She also attended and spoke at numerous 
community events establishing strong connections and has 
taken the time to familiarize herself with many of our issues. 
As Edmonton Decore already represented by a Ukrainian- 
origin MLA, Liberal Bill Bonko, we’re in a wining situation 
here. So why, with both major candidates being of Ukrainian 
origin are we picking one over the other? Simply because 
Sarich during her years on the school board proved to be a 
lot more pro-active and maintained much stronger contacts 
with the community. She’s got a large margin to overcome, 
but given the support she has earned over the years, can do 
it. An added bonus is that, as a very capable woman 
representing and Edmonton riding, she represents two 
constituencies under-represented in the current cabinet. 
Sarich would prove to be a most effective voice, therefore 
needs all the support she can get. 

Another promising newcomer is Heather Klimchuk in 
Edmonton Glenora. An active member of Alberta’s 
Ukrainian community she is communications director for 
Kupalo and St. Basil’s School of Ukrainian Dance, and a 
reading mentor at Glenora School. Klimchuk would be a most 
welcome addition to our Ukrainian Canadian government 
caucus, but faces an uphill battle against incumbent Liberal 
Bruce Miller. She needs a strong turnout from our community. 

Doug Elneski in Edmonton Calder is of Polish origin, 
but has shown a great interest in developing his connections 
with our community as well. We don’t know much about 
him at this present time, but think he would be a candidate 
worth supporting and developing contacts with. 

Many political activists in our community got to know Dr. 
Raj Sherman, who’s running for the Progressive 
Conservatives in Edmonton Meadowlark during Ukrainian 
Canadian Gerard Kennedy’s campaign for the federal Liberal 
leadership. Like many in our community who were 
simultaneously involved in the provincial leadership race as 
Stelmach supporters, Dr. Sherman was with the Dave 
Hancock campaign, as Hancock invited him to bring his ideas 
on improving health care while preserving the integrity of 
the public system forward. He followed Hancock into the 
Stelmach camp for the second ballot. Dr. Sherman has 
maintained his contacts with our community and will be a 
good supporter of ours, as well as a strong advocate for our 
public health care system. 


Elsewhere in Alberta 

Two other candidates, both of whom are married to 
Ukrainians of Ukrainian origin, also deserve mention. One 
is Janice Tarchuk, running in Banff-Cochrane who 
currently serves as Minister of Children’s Services. Another 
is Jennifer Diakiw who is running in Calgary-Varsity. There 
is a strong Ukrainian community in her riding, which should 
support her and help make her aware of our issues. 


Opposition members who 
deserve consideration 
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Although we are backing the Premier and his goy- 
ernment in this election, we still believe any democ- 
racy needs a viable opposition and that our community 
should have supporters on both sides of the legislature. 
Therefore we are singling out a few Opposition mem- 
bers that are worthy of support. 

Hugh MacDonald has served the constituents of 
Edmonton Gold Bar very well for the past 15 years. 
He has always maintained close ties to our community 
and continues to do so. We are encouraged that David 
Dorward has been establishing contacts with our com- 
munity and is married to a Ukrainian of Ukrainian ori- 
gin. He too would be a good representative, but we 
doubt whether he has much of a chance in what is one 
of the the biggest Liberal strongholds in Alberta. And, 
while we acknowledge that Premier Stelmach has been 
moving toward the kind of changes needed in Alberta, 
we also believe he could use a nudge to move further 
along that road. MacDonald is certainly one MLA who 
will give that nudge. 

At the same time as Ed Stelmach was running for 


the provincial Progressive Conservative leadership, 
another Canadian of Ukrainian origin, Gerard Kennedy, 
was running for the federal Liberal leadership. Sandeep 
Dhir, who is the Liberal candidate in Edmonton Man- 
ning, served as the Chair of his Northern Alberta cam- 
paign. He did a stand-up job. So much so that Kennedy 
rushed from his election observer mission in Ukraine 
to be the guest speaker at Dhip’s kickoff fundraiser, 
Oct.2. Dhir worked very closely with our community 
member’s during the Kennedy campaign and became 
aware of our issues in the process. He can be expected 
to become a good supporter of our community in the 
Legislature. 

Also worthy of consideration is Weslyn Mather in 
Edmonton Mill Woods. She has earned high esteem 
for both her work and her integrity from colleagues 
right across party lines. Weslyn is passionately dedi- 
cated to honesty, fairness, and respect for human dig- 
nity. And as Liberal leader, Kevin Taft in Edmonton 
Riverview deserves re-election in order to maintain a 
viable Opposition. 
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UCC should oppose 
unjust Bill C-3 


Feb. 6 the Parliament of Canada passed an odious, 
undemocratic and unconstitutional piece of legislation 
known as Bill C-3. 

This act reinstates “security certificates” a citizen- 
ship and immigration process which involves secret 
hearings and denies suspects the right to know what 
they are charged with. Security certificates also main- 
tain a lower standard of justice. As it targets natural- 
ized Canadians. A judge ruling on the case of a non- 
citizen subject of a security certificate only needs “rea- 
sonable grounds to believe” that they represent a risk 
as opposed to “proof beyond a reasonable doubt” in a 
criminal case. Does that sound familiar? It should. It’s 
exactly like Denaturalization and Deportation (D and 
D), the process which has been used to revoke the citi- 
zenship of innocent Ukrainians on “balance of prob- 
abilities” without bothering to charge them with any 
crime whatsoever. 

Security certificates were deemed unconstitutional 
by the Supreme Court of Canada on Feb. 23, 2007, and 
the government was given a one-year deadline to make 
the legislation Charter-compliant. However all they 
changed was to provide for “special advocates” who 
would be able to challenge the intelligence report un- 
der which a suspect could be detained without trial, 
but would not be able to cross-examine the source of 
this intelligence. Most legal experts believe this act will 
once again be thrown out by the courts. 

This bill passed by a vote of a 196-71, with Conser- 
vatives and most Liberals supporting it. The NDP, the 
Bloc Quebecois and one Liberal, Andrew Telegdi, op- 
posed it. Telegdi was subsequently hauled on the car- 
pet for this by Party Whip Karen Redman, who told 
him she would remove him as Vice chair of the Citi- 
zenship and Immigration Committee. Twenty four Lib- 
~ erals, including Borys Wrzesnewskyj, walked out of 

the chamber rather than vote on the bill. 

The Liberals have promised to revoke this legisla- 
tion and pass a bill that is Charter-compliant should 
they form the next government. They fully this one to 
once again be deemed unconstitutional following a 
court challenge. So, why did they vote for it and why 
did the party leadership make it into a “whip vote” 
meaning, you either support the bill or you don’t vote? 

. Because the Conservatives drew a line in the sand, 
making this a confidence issue. Had the Liberals voted 
against it, the Conservatives would have called an elec- 
tion and the Liberals were afraid they would run a fear- 
mongering campaign painting them as “soft on terror- 
ism”. 

The action of the leadership of both parties was, 
frankly, shameful. The Conservatives should be 
ashamed of sponsoring a fundamentally unjust and 
unconstitutional bill in the first place, then doubly 


shamed for threatening to run a fear-mongering cam- 
paign over this fundamentally unjust and unconstitu- 
tional bill. The Liberal leadership should be ashamed 
of caving in to these threats instead of standing on their 
principles. 

This piece of legislation is opposed by, among oth- 
ers, the Canadian Bar Association, the Quebec Bar As- 
sociation, the Federation of Law Societies of Canada 
and the Canadian Council on American-Islamic Rela- 
tions. The Ukrainian Canadian Congress should add 
its name to this list. 

Why, if the current victims of this legislation are all 
Muslims, should the UCC get involved? Because, first 
of all, as Canadians we should be concerned with any 
legislation that abuses civil liberties. 

Second, because we too have been victimized by 
abuses of civil liberties. Wrzesnewskyj, in his public 
declarations has compared this to the World War I in- 
ternment of Ukrainian Canadians, noting that few MPs 
dared oppose that actions when it was inflicted upon 
innocent people. And, of course, D and D is still with 
us and the RCMP is still trying to entrap innocent Ukrai- 
nians through this process. 

Finally, it is imperative that all minority groups and 
concerned citizens maintain solidarity whenever one 
particular groups may be targeted, be it Muslims under 
security certificates, or Ukrainians under D and D. 
That’s why the UCC Бесате опе of the founding mem- 
bers of the Citizen’s Coalition, that’s why the UCC cre- 
ated its justice committee and that why the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association came into being. 

Public apathy can lead to the erosion of civil liber- 
ties for all, while solidarity among groups can help 
defeat it. 

This was put most eloquently by Pastor Martin 
Niemdller who, in 1937 was arrested by the Nazis and 
imprisoned in the Sachsenhausen and Dachau concen- 
tration camps. He survived to be a leading voice of 
penance and reconciliation for the German people af- 
ter World War II. His words are frequently cited, to 
describe the dangers of political apathy. 

“When the Nazis came for the communists, I re- 
mained silent; I was not a communist. 

“When they locked up the social democrats, I re- 
mained silent; I was not a social democrat. 

“When they came for the trade unionists, I did not 
speak out; I was not a trade unionist. 

“When they came for the Jews, I remained silent; I 
wasn’t a Jew. 

“When they came for me, there was no one left to 
speak out.” 


There’s no doubt that Holodomor 
was directed at Ukrainians 


By Mirko Petriw 

This year marks the tragic 75 Anniversary of the 
planned Genocide of Ukrainians. During a 15-month 
time period from the spring of 1932 to the summer of 
1933 approximately 7 million Ukrainian peasants were 
intentionally starved to death in a directed program of 
food confiscation. At it’s height, 17 Ukrainians were 
dying every minute. In separate aspects of this 
Ethnocide, there was a purge of the Ukrainian national 
element in the Ukrainian Communist Party and a di- 
rected attack on the renaissance of Ukrainian litera- 
ture. During the period known as the “gunned-down 
renaissance” of 1933-1937 some 200 out of 240 writ- 
ers and 62 out of 85 linguists were executed or sent to 
the Gulag. Ukrainian orthography was changed to bring 
it closer to the Russian language, including the ban- 
ning of the letter "С" in 1933! 

Denyers and apologists of the Holodomor as Geno- 
cide include Vladimir Putin who refers to it as the "50 
called Ноїодотог", Canada’s Steven Harper who 
disingeniously recognized it as a “tragedy”, and the 
current government of Israel. Lest there be any doubt, 
the ethnic aspect of the Holodomor is illustrated by the 
fact that only the Ukrainian SSR and the ethnically 


Ukrainian Kuban’ were subjected to Stalin’s secret di- 
rective, sent on Jan. 22, 1933 ordering that peasants 
not be allowed to leave in search of food and to close 
border crossings from the Ukrainian SSR and Kuban’ 
to the rest of the USSR. Apologists of the “socio-eco- 
nomic miscalculation” school need to know of the prac- 
tice of “blacklisting” recalcitrant villages and, in time, 
85 entire regions. Such regions were blockaded by 
troops, all foodstuffs were removed and nothing could 
enter or leave. Black flags were raised over villages 
once their entire population had died. 

In 1933 the head of the Kharkiw OGPU (State Po- 
litical Directorate) noted that as a result of the famine 
“the ethnographic material will be changed”. That same 
year, Sergio Gradenigo, the Italian Consul in Kharkiv 
wrote: “the result of the current horror in Ukraine will 
be Russian colonization of this country, which will lead 
to a change in its ethnographic character. [..] in the very 
near future no-one will speak of Ukraine or a Ukrai- 
nian nation [..] as Ukraine will become de-facto a ter- 
ritory with a majority Russian population.” 


2008 TOURS TO UKRAINE 
May 5-20; June9-24; July 14-29; Sept1-16; Oct6-21 
Peter Drosdowech's 16-day GRAND TOURS of WESTERN UKRAINE 


feature: cities and villages, bazaars, indoor and outdoor museums, churches and 
monasteries, forts and castles, cultural events and concerts, working artists, 
meeting and talking with people and shopping. 


These 2008 ALL-INCLUSIVE TOURS are guided in English and include: 
airfare, quality hotels and resorts, all meals, chartered air-conditioned bus and 
admissions to events. 


Vancouver $4395. Edmonton or Calgary 54295. Saskatoon or Regina 54195. 
Winnipeg $3995. Toronto $3895. (High Season July Tour. add $300.) 


Prices are per person (double occupancy). (Single occupancy: add $400.) 
Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra costs. 


Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 or e-mail:ToursToUkraine@mts.net 
Complete information on Website at: www.ToursToUkraine.ca 


TOURS TO UKRAINE A DIVISION OF UKRAINE VENTURES LTD. 
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Французьке ім'я - 
Українська душа 


Ukrainian Buffet 
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IISHCHSHKS knocks ministry Wrzesnewsk 


(Ukrainian Journal) — President Viktor Yushchenko on Feb. 18 harshly 
criticized the Internal Affairs Ministry for slow progress in combating 
corruption and demanded the immediate resignation of three senior traf- 
fic police officials. ite 

Yushchenko urged Yuriy Lutsenko, the minister, to launch and to spear- 
head reform of the police, which has been long perceived among the people 
as some of the most corrupt sectors of the government. 
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Your Strong Voice in the 
Alberta Legislature 


Weslyn and the Alberta Liberals are 
pursuing this vision for Albertans: 


» People flourishing in a healthy 
environment 
» Unequalled opportunity and 
permanent prosperity 
» A compassionate and secure society 
» Open and accountable government 


Edmonton-Mill Woods 
www.wmather.ca 


Weslyn Mather Campaign Office: 
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It's time. AlbertaLiberal 


Re- 
It’s Time: A Real Plan for Change 


To Albertans who ask why they should choose the 
Alberta Liberals on March 3rd, we make five important 
commitments: 


= Eliminate health care premiums NOW, 
not in four years. 

= Re-regulate electricity to lower Albertans’ 
power bills. 

= Invest 30% of all royalties starting now, 
before it’s too late. 

« Property Tax reductions for Seniors. 

« Provide the hospitals and train the health care 
professionals Alberta needs, NOW. 
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yj continues to speak 


out on Holodomor omission 


(Office of Borys Wrzesnew- 
skyj)—Liberal MP Borys Wrzes- 
newskyj (Etobicoke Centre) contin- 
ued to press the Toronto District 
School Board (TDSB) on its deci- 
sion to exclude study on the 1932- 
33 Ukrainian Holodomor (famine 
genocide) in the recently announced 
grade 11 course entitled Genocide: 
Historical and Contemporary Impli- 
cations. Wrzesnewskyj took to the 
airways to raise his concerns on the 
popular John Oakley Morning Show 
on CFMJ-AM 640. 

In response to Oakley’s question 
“why are you concerned about this 
particular curriculum,” Wrzesnew- 
sky] began by summarizing his ex- 
tensive work in the area of human 
rights and genocide prevention, in- 
cluding his work as an executive 
member of the All-Party Parliamen- 
tary Group for the Prevention of 
Genocide and Crimes Against Hu- 
manity and his lecture and engage- 
ment on the issue of genocide with 
University of Ottawa students tak- 
ing Professor Dominique Arel’s 
course entitled Political Violence: 
The Comparative Study of Mass 
Killing. 

Excerpts from Wrzesnewskyj’s 
remarks during the radio interview 
are as follows: 

“First of\all, the Toronto District 
School Board needs to be congratu- 


| lated in that they’ve actually made 


the decision to teach students about 
genocide. There are horrific epi- 
sodes in humanity’s history and the 
most horrific of those are when 
genocide is committed. And as dif- 
ficult as it is to categorize the dif- 
ferent types of genocide, when I 
speak about this issue I categorize 
genocide into three types. The first 
and most primitive kind being a 
“hurricane of hatred,’ which predates 
history, when one tribe descends on 
another and wipes them out. The 
second, which coincides with writ- 
ten history and often occurred dur- 
ing Medieval times involves the 
military encampment of a city and 
what couldn’t be completed with 
swords or bows and arrows would 
be done through a genocide by at- 
trition: hunger, famine, disease. The 
third type of which there is only one, 
is the Holocaust and the so-called 
“final solution.’ And in this particu- 
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MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj with Oksana Piaseckyj, President of the Cana- 
dian Friends of Ukraine (Ottawa Branch) and Nigel Colley, the great- 
nephew of Gareth Jones in Wrzesnewskyj's Ottawa office. 


lar case it wasn’t just the military 
apparatus and political leadership 
that was engaged, in this case you 
had the scientific elite and engineer- 
ing elite, come together to commit 
this horror.” 

In response to Oakley’s further 
questioning about “what is being 
proposed here because they’ve got 
Rwanda, Armenia, and the Holo- 
caust slated to be taught” to students, 
Wrzesnewskyj stated: 

“The one that seems to be miss- 
ing in this grouping is the Holo- 
domor genocide in Ukraine, which 
involved millions of people. It was 
especially horrific because Ukraine 
was the breadbasket of Europe. 
Food was being exported at the same 
time that the famine genocide was 
underway and what’s especially dis- 
turbing is that there seems to be, at 
the present time, especially by the 
Russian government and Mr. 
Vladimir Putin, a state of denial and 
arevision of Stalinist history. In fact, 
there is a real push to glorify the 
Stalinist era, and that’s why it makes 
it all that much more important..” 

To Oakley’s question about why 
it was important for GTA students 
to learn about the difference be- 
tween the Holodomor and the 
Rwandan genocide, for instance, 
Wrzesnewskyj responded: 

“Yes, it’s different in certain ways. 
Of course, no categorization is per- 
fect. There are hybrids, as we see 
today in Darfur, which started off as 
aregular genocide of the “hurricane 
of hatred’ type that when they real- 


ized, once again, that there weren’t 
enough bullets, they attempted ex- 
actly what Stalin was doing. They 
ruined the means of production and 
they starved the countryside to death 
and then allowed disease and hun- 
gry to take their toll. (...) And as I 
said, and I try to pull in a Canadian 
connection, and in this particular 
case, there are over a million Ukrai- 
nian Canadians in the country, and 
especially in the prairies they’re 
considered one of the founding 
peoples. And, it helps these students 
in the multicultural city that we live 
in, to understand what the flip side 
of tolerance can lead to. What intol- 
erance, hate, xenophobia can ulti- 
mately lead to.” 

Wrzesnewskyj has worked hard to 
help increase the profile of the 
Holodomor among Canadians and 
his parliamentary colleagues. On 
June 5, 2007 Wrzesnewskyj intro- 
duced his Ukrainian Holodomor- 
Genocide Remembrance Day Act 
(Bill C-450) and on Nov. 28, 2007 
he spoke about the Holodomor on 
the floor of the House of Commons 
and later in the day during the 75th 
anniversary commemoration of the 
Holodomor on Parliament Hill. 
Wrzesnewskyj also hosted Nigel 
Colley, the great-nephew of Gareth 
Jones, during his visit to Parliament 
Hill on Nov. 28, 2006. Gareth Jones 
was one of the few Western or in- 
ternational journalists brave enough 
to expose and write about the 
Holodomor as the terrible famine 
genocide was in full swing. 


Six more deputies leave “Our Ukraine’ 


(RFE/RL) —Six prominent members of the Our Ukraine-People’s Union, 
the largest party in the Our Ukraine-People’s Self Defense coalition cau- 
cus, announced on Feb. 19 that they will give up their membership in the 


party. 


They are: Roman Bezsmertnyy, a member of the party’s Political Council 
and deputy head of the Presidential Secretariat; Mykhaylo Polanych, head 
of the party’s Monitoring Committee; Deputy Chairman ІБог Kril; law- 
maker Viktor Topoloy; and Oksana Bilozir and Vasyl HESS, members 


of the party’s Political Council. 


“We have lost our conviction that the key posts in the party are occu- 
pied by people devoted to the president. We have nothing to do with those 


who changed their orientation,” 


they said in a statement. 


All six followed Presidential Secretariat head Viktor Baloha, who an- 
nounced his exit from the party the previous week. 

Vasyl Kyselyov, the deputy chairman of the Procedural Committee in 
the Verkhovna Rada, said that the government coalition is not threatened, 
since deputies who leave a party do not have to give up their seat. 

President Yushchenko said on Feb. 20 that the group of politicians who 
quit the party did so in protest against their bloc’s failure to unite as a 
single party as promised, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. 

The NUNS leadership last year announced plans to form a single politi- 


cal party by the end of 2007. 


Yushchenko said that a discussion to be held at the party’s highest level 
might help reverse the lawmakers’ decision to quit. 
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City sneers sting іп | Hearing Care Clinic 
Stelmach country 


“Ukrainian farmer’ tag wounds locals in premier’s hometown 


By Todd Babiak, The Edmonton 
Journal, Feb. 14, 2008 

One phrase should be avoided, 
whenever possible, in Andrew. Resi- 
dents in Ed Stelmach’s home village 
know exactly what Edmontonians 
and Calgarians mean when they re- 
fer to their most famous son as a 
“Ukrainian farmer.” 

“T’ve been personally hurt by 
those words,” said the mayor, Tina 
Warawa, in a restaurant on the cor- 
ner of Main Street and Ed Stelmach 
Avenue (named last June), in An- 
drew оп a snowy Wednesday morn- 
ing. “We hear it again and again. 
And you know, it hurts not only 
Ukrainians and farmers but people.” 

Once, the flat and fertile land 
north and east of Edmonton was 
dense with, well, Ukrainian farmers. 
The photos of graduation classes on 
the walls of Andrew School tell the 
story of urbanization, as the num- 
bers of students decrease subtly year 
after year. Today, the frames are as 
large as they were when Stelmach 
graduated in 1969, but the photos are 
huge -— to make up for all that 
white space. 

In 2008, a farmer isn’t a farmer. 

“Tt’s not simply going out and 
driving a plow,” said Michael 
Lastiwka, assistant principal of An- 
drew School. “It’s a multimillion- 
dollar business. You have to under- 
stand the stock market. The 
technology’s very complex. Most 
farmers have post-secondary educa- 
tion. І know what people are saying 
when they call Ed Stelmach a Ukrai- 
nian farmer, but it’s wrong.” 

Lastiwka’s family is from the 
Andrew area. They moved to 
Sherwood Park and he now com- 
mutes more than an hour each way 
from his home on Saskatchewan 
Drive, in Edmonton. “I’m the 
epitome of the rural-urban divide,” 
he said. 

As for the Ukrainian half of the 
phrase, it harkens back to the dis- 
crimination homesteaders faced 
when they started arriving in this 
area more than a century ago. 

After the Second World War, kids 
with ethnic roots in Galicia still had 
to endure leading questions about 
the number of Ukrainians it takes to 
screw in a light bulb. 

The 5,000-pound Easter egg in 
Vegreville and the giant sausage in 
Mundare, south of here, represent 
both Ukrainian pride and the self- 
mockery of a confidently assimi- 
lated people. Mallard’s Landing 
Cafe, across the street from the Ed 
Stelmach Avenue sign, serves 
perogy pizza -- a generous concoc- 
tion of tasty Ukrainian delicacies on 
a pizza crust that would shock and 
possibly insult an Italian. 

This is Slavic Alberta. Almost 
everyone I met in Andrew on 
Wednesday is either of Ukrainian 
heritage or married to someone who 
is. But no one admitted they were 
voting for Stelmach based on the 
ring of his surname. 

Finding someone who isn’t vot- 
ing for Stelmach is far more diffi- 
cult than finding someone without 
a purchase on Ukrainianness. Cam- 
paign pins are on nearly every shirt. 
I walked through Andrew School, 
Mickey’s Place and the Andrew 
Hotel, the Servus Credit Union 
branch, Co-op and ATB Financial, 


looking for an Andrewite who knew 
anyone voting for another party. 
Most laughed in response. Until I 
found Jennifer McKay, a 30-year- 
old mother of two boys, sitting at a 
table in the Jade Garden Café, fea- 
turing Chinese and Western food, on 
Main Street. 

“Tm not from here апа I don’t 
know him.” McKay shrunk before 
her companion, a longtime resident 
who is voting for Stelmach. She 
apologized, hesitated, and apolo- 
gized again. “It’s different here than 
in Manitoba. You can vote for other 
parties there. I think I'll vote for the 
Green party.” 

The town of Andrew has three 
icons: the world’s largest mallard, a 
white water tower and the generous 
cupolas of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
church. Between them is a plain- 
looking Main Street, dilapidated in 
some places and in the midst of slick 
revival in others. 

The Grainery, a new restaurant 
and bar, combines found objects 
from traditional farms with the look 
and feel of a contemporary tavern. 
Down the street, the art deco-in- 
spired 1950s gas pumps in front of 
the Nick’s Service Shop have been 
vandalized. 

This is currently the seat of po- 
litical power in the richest province 
in the country; if the town feels 
lumpen, like most agricultural vil- 
lages and hamlets without energy 
booty, just wait. Andrew is like the 
skillfully neglected waiting room of 
arich doctor. “Oh, it’s coming,” said 
Nick Newchuk, of Service Shop 
fame. “Economic benefits will 
come, having the premier here.” 

Back at Mickey’s Place, on the 
comer of Main and Stelmach, the 
lunchtime crowd is willing to criti- 
cize the state of the province — 
health care, housing, infrastructure, 
environment — but not the premier. 
Family is family. 

“T’ve known Ed since he was a 
little boy,” said Mary Weleschuk, a 
friendly and sweet-voiced woman 
having lunch by herself in a corner 


780.645.4003 


booth. “My kids played with him. 
He’s a young man and he’s able to 
do things for us here in Andrew, as 
long as he gets the chance.” 

A few seats away, a gentleman 
spoke up, warning things aren’t 
looking too good for the Conserva- 
tives in the big cities. 

Weleschuk winced. “Oh, he’ll 
win,” she said. “He’s got to.” 
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ФОТО -- ПЕТРО ГРИЦІВ 


Учасники постановки «Лісової Пісні». 


Вечір Кохання по-УНОвськи 


Яніна Виговська 

Цього року свято Валентина едмонтонці зустрі - 
чали по - різному: хтось запросив свою любку на 
горнятко кави до ресторану, хтось на танцювальний 
майданчик до нічного клубу, а хтось подарував 
квитки на «Свято Валентина» від УНО та ОУК, що 
відбулось 16 лютого. Варто відзначити, що подіб-- 
ного свята стіни Українського Національного 
Об'єднання не знали вже багато років, адже це не 
була проста забава зі співами та вечерею, це була 
незабутня інтерпретована постановка «Лісової 
Пісні» Лесі Українки під назвою «Мавка». Вечір під - 
готувала творча група: дизайнери костюмів Олек- 
сандра Срібняк-Разняк і Ольга Космина, художник 
Олексій Карпенко, музичний оператор Іван Bo— 
ротиленко, помічник на сцені Ірина Гриців, художній 
керівник «Сузір'я» Наталія Гриців, та асистент Віра 
Михайляк. 

Ще до початку вистави, коли відкрилась сцена з 
розкішними декораціями лісової галявини біля 
озера, в повітрі можна було відчути якийсь магічний 
настрій, саме в той момент більшість глядачів 
запалились святковим збентеженням. З самого 
початку драми-феєрії, аудиторія була зачарована 
ритмічністю і нетрадиційністю вистави. Адже все 
почалося з танців мавок та русалок (Мар'яни 
Михайляк, Соломії Цісар, Богдани Гриців, Мар'яни 
Сех та Ольги Бойко), перервані шаленими дикими 
танцями летючих перелесників (Стас та Едік 
Павленко, Тарас Тимкевич та Андрій Никифорук), 
котрі кружляли по сцені з невимовною наснагою та 
пристрістю. Все це народжувало задуману ілюзію 
ранньої весни, що непокірно пробуджується від 
довгого зимового сну. Надзвичайно цікавою та гу-- 
мористичною була гра Водяника за участю Федора 
Цісаря, який все повторював: «Доню, їди на дно!» 
таким чином намагаючись виховати свою невга- 
мовну донечку Русалоньку (Мар'яну Сех). Після 
вистави пан Цісар мені зізнався, що ця роль йому 
була дуже знайома, адже він виконує щоденну роль 
батька вже понад сімнадцять років. Досить серйозно 
та поважно зіграв роль Дядька Лева Роман 
Михайляк, який давав мудрі поради Лукашеві та 
життєві настанови Мавці. 

Вражаючою була гра головного актора Лукаша 


(Тараса Тимкевича), що вразив всіх своїм актор- 
ським талантом, адже саме йому довелося запам'я- 
тати найбільше слів вивчити послідовність усіх дій 
у драмі. На мить, всім здалося, що на сцені і справді 
стоїть простий сільський парубок Лукаш, який 
прогулюючись лісом, випадково натрапив на неве-- 
личку галявину біля мальовничого озера і закохався 
у неземну красуню - Мавку. Щодо Мавок, то всі три 
героїні (Мар'яна Михайляк, Соломія Цісар, Богдана 
Гриців) були просто неперевершеними, вони зуміли 
вдало перевтілитись у Лесину Мавку, і прожити з 
нею її почуття та емоції. 

Tema казкового життя в лісі була відображена в 
ролях Потерчат (Христина Нич, Надя Космина), 
Лісовика(Николюка Богдана), нестримного сина гір 
Перелесника (Володимира Гриців) та лісового 
чортика Куця (Стефана Цибульського). 

Закінчилась вистава теж досить цікаво - ніччю. 
Заснуло озеро, ліс та очерет; заснули всі жителі лісу 
і на сцені затаїлась тиша....А потім глядацький зал 
вибухнув оваціями і вигуками на кшталт «Браво». 
Після вистави, усі були запрошені на долину, аби 
покуштувати смачної вечері, яку приготувала Марія 
Гошко за допомогою Лесі Петрів, Юрія Йопика та 
інших. 

Після вечері на гостей УНО чекало ще 2 сюрпризи 
- подарунки. Спочатку, аудиторію здивували співами 
та жартами у другій половині свята під назвою 
«Козацькі Серенади», де парубки з музичної фор-- 
мації «Ре - мінор» (Микола Білаш, Орест Грох, Cre— 
пан Ta Олесь Лазурко, Маркіян Лазурко) залицялись 
до дівчат «Сузір'я», співаючи різних пісень. А потім 
усі з нетерпінням зустрічали створений при УНО 
дебютуючий Вокально Інструментальний Ансамбль 
«Зорепад» у складі: Богданка Климків, Тиміш Гор-- 
бай, Скотт Шаплей, Богдан Тарасенко та керівник 
Микола Никифорук). Усі танцювали до останнього, 
молодь показувала чудернацьких викрутасів під час 
Коломийки, а старші чоловіки та жінки підспівували 
«Червону Руту» і кружляли в польці. Мені здається, 
що вечір вдався на славу! Ось тільки прикро, що 
все минуло надзвичайно швидко! Проте, лишається 
надія, що в УНО з'явиться нова традиція - щороку 
дивувати глядачів новою неперевершеною драма-- 
тичною постановкою «Сузір'я». 


«Молода гвардія» відроджує українську героїчну пісню 


Леся Бакалець 

(Радіо Свобода )— Героїчні пісні, військовий бал 
та архівні мапи часів Богдана Хмельницького — у 
Києві пройшов фестиваль «Молода гвардія». 

Так виглядає новий диск. Шукайте! «Ми молоді та 
мужні, ми переводимо Україну у стадію культурного 
ренесансу», — каже Олег Скрипка й розпочинає кон- 
церт разом із бійцями культурного фронту - україн- 
ськими виконавцями, гуртами та кобзарями. 

«Молода гвардія» почалась у напівзаповненій залі. 
І контролери на вході вже із сумним виглядом почали 
прогнозувати: вільних місць буде багато. Та вже через 
10 хвилин від початку стало очевидно: українців 
героїчна пісня цікавить, і заплатити за квиток від 40 
до 200 гривень вони готові. 

Студенти військового ліцею імені Івана Богуна 
на фестиваль прийшли безкоштовно, але й допома- 
гали організаторам: всіх гостей зустрічали при вході, 
у парадній формі віддавали честь та гарною україн- 
ською мовою спілкувалися зі всіма охочими. 14- 
річний Станіслав у білосніжному мундирі, виструн- 
чившись, розповідає: йому відомо, що таке героїчні 
пісні, і деякі він співає кожного дня. 

«Ми вчимо тільки похідні пісні, а героїчні — ні. Спі- 
ваємо кожного вечора при вечірній прогулянці, “Cass 
на сонці шаблі запорожців", "Їхав козак на війноньку", 
наприклад». 


У цей час зі сцени лунали «Ой на горі, на Маківці» 
у виконанні Марічки Бурмаки, єдиної жінки у 
героїчному чоловічому товаристві, обох кобзарів 
Тарасів — Силенка та Компаніченка. А «Ленту за 
лентою» Тараса Чубая хором співали всі глядачі. 

По завершенні музичної частини головний режи- 
сер дійства Олег Скрипка зізнався, результатом ду- 
же задоволений: «Якби я не був геройською люди- 
ною, я б плакав увесь час, я утримався, але сльози 
наверталися. Всі люди, які сьогодні виступали -- це 
великий-великий колектив, який працював над цим 
фестивалем, всі до справи підійшли з душею». 

Радіє з фестивалю i лідер гурту «Мандри» Фома. 
Каже, що Україні він необхідний: «Це те, що на- 
справді не вистачає українцям, бо, хоч кажуть «ой, 
веселі хохли, у них все таке кумедне», але насправді 
все далеко не так. Це наголошує, що ми народ із 
традиціями, народ з історією, зі своєю культурою, і 
військовою в тому числі». 

Окрім музичної частини був і військовий бал, і 
виставка стародавніх документів та мап різних 
періодів історії України. А платівку «Українська 
героїчна пісня» розкупили ще до початку концерту. 
Всі виконавці співали безкоштовно i переконують, 
що вдруге на це також зголосилися б. I жодних 
рекламних плакатів - лише старі фото та золотавий 
державний герб. 
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Vohon’s most recent performance at the Jubilee — the “Hopak Gala”, June 16, 2007. 


Vohon set to burn up the stage at Jubilee 


(Bottom Line Productions) —Ed- 
monton’s Vohon Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble has sparked the imagina- 
tion of audiences worldwide for over 
18 years and is poised to return with 
their fourth set to burn up the stage 
at major touring production, 
AMUSE at the Northern Alberta 
Jubilee Auditorium on Saturday, 
March 15. This is one of eight stops 
on the ensemble’s 2007-08 Western 
Canada Tour. 

Vohon’s live productions blend 
original storytelling with music, 
dance and theatre. AMUSE is a 
moving story of a young man’s ar- 


tistic journey and sense of discov- 
ery set to colour, movement and 
music. “Our life journey to become 
what we are meant to be is shaped 
by a series of events,” says Vohon 
Artistic Director Ken Kachmar. 
“Some are joyful, some painful, but 
all pivotal in the creation of the per- 
son inside that is waiting to emerge.” 

Vohon, which took its name from 
the Ukrainian word meaning “fire”, 
is a dynamic group of 60 dancers 
who possess burning pride in their 
heritage and a passionate desire to 
share it with the world. Hailing from 
Edmonton and across Northern 


Alberta, Vohon’s many talented per- 
formers volunteer their time and 
energy. They are also successful stu- 
dents, engineers, civil servants, 
health care professionals, research- 
ers, teachers and managers who are 
share the love of Ukrainian dance. 

Led by the brother and sister team 
of Artistic Director Ken Kachmar 
and Assistant Artistic Director 
Debbie Kachmar-Potter, Vohon re- 
cently returned from their second 
tour of Asia. The group has also per- 
formed at numerous special events 
and festivals throughout North 
America and as far away as Ger- 


Selaway Travel 


3819 Sunset Street, Burnaby B.C. У56 1T4 
tel: 604-430-6789 toll free: 1-877-430-6789 
e-mail: Myrnatravel@shaw.ca 


Join Myrna and Lyuba, our specialist from Ivano-Frankivsk 
for a memorable tour of Ukraine. Enjoy the fresh air of the 
Carpathian Mountains and the sunlit beaches on the Black Sea. 
Bring your past into the present with a fascinating insight into 
the lives of your ancestors. Architecture. History. Scenery. 

The spirit of the Ukrainian people. Experience it. 


29 April - 25 May 2008 
Western Ukraine and Cruise 
02 June - 19 June 2008 
Western Ukraine 


many. 

Tickets for the March 15 presen- 
tation of AMUSE by the Vohon 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble are on 
sale now at all Ticketmaster Outlets, 
call 451-8000 or order on-line at 
<www.ticketmaster.ca>. 


22 July - 16 August 2008 
Western Ukraine and Cruise 


BC Registration 32268 


Premiers back gas agreement 


(RFE/RL/Ukrainian Journal)— Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko and her Russian counterpart Viktor Zubkov confirmed on 
Feb. 20 in Moscow that their governments will stick to the gas agreement 
reached a week earlier by the presidents of the two countries, Ukrainian 
and international media reported. 

“We have confirmed our absolute commitment to the agreement reached 
by our presidents,” Zubkov told reporters after meeting with Tymoshenko. 

“I can firmly say that we have outlined constructive and effective ways 
of settling every single issue,” Tymoshenko said. 

On Feb. 12, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko agreed that as of Feb. 14, Ukraine will start paying off 
the debt it incurred to Russian gas giant Gazprom in late 2007. 

The deal was reached hours before deadline set by Gazprom, the Rus- 
Sian gas monopoly, for cutting gas supplies to Ukraine by at least 25% 
amid disagreements on the debt payments. 

Gazprom estimated that Ukraine had owed $1.5 billion for gas supplies 
between November 2007 and February 2008, but Ukraine disagreed over 
prices that Gazprom and two Gazprom-friendly gas traders had been seek- 
ing to charge. 

The deal reached in Moscow supports Ukraine’s argument that gas sup- 
plies in November and December 2007 must be charged at prices effec- 
tive in 2007, or $130 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

Yushchenko and Putin also agreed to preserve the base price of $179 
per 1,000 cubic meters for gas delivered by Gazprom to Ukraine in 2008. 

Gazprom the previous week was demanding Ukraine to pay $314/1,000 
cu m for at least some of the supplies in January. 

Yushchenko and Putin also agreed in principle to reshape the gas sup- 
ply sector by removing RosUkrEnergo and UkrGaz-Energo, the two con- 
troversial gas traders, and replacing them with new entities that will be 
created. 


ANARTIST 
AJOURNEY 
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A 


MUSE 


“We have to get rid of intermediaries that could have a negative impact Ц М Й 
оп our relations,” Yushchenko said, adding that “the talks were very рго- 
ductive.” 


vohon productions presents amuse 


artistic director Ken KaChmMar asst antistic director debbie kachmar potter 
assistant director celena cherniwchan 


“] think that in the near future we will be witnessing that proposals 
about the new structure [gas trader] will materialize,” Yushchenko said. 

Gazprom and Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil and gas company, 
were ordered to draft the proposals that would make gas supplies “direct 
and more transparent,” Yushchenko said. 

However, the two governments have made contradictory statements on 
the planned new scheme for gas supplies. 

Before Tymoshenko’s visit to Moscow, reports indicated that she might 
challenge the deal agreed by Yushchenko and Putin. 

Ukrainian First Deputy Prime Minister Oleksandr Turchynov said on 
Feb. 19 that Tymoshenko will have to start gas talks “from scratch,” but 
the Presidential Secretariat immediately rejected that statement as “incor- 
rect and unacceptable.” 
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Стефанія Геврик 

Різдво Христове є найбільшим 
святом у цілому християнському 
світі. Всі народи в своїх обрядах і 
звичаях величають прихід на зем-- 
лю Спасителя людства, нового 
Божого заповіту Правди й Любо- 
ви. Величають його радіснми ypo— 
чистими святкуваннями — кожний 
народ по своєму. 

Наш український народ BUTBO— 
рив свій власний скарб звичаїв і 
обрядів дещо відмінний, але поєд- 
наний тією самою ідеєю. У дні 
свят Різдва в родинах наступає 
мир і радість, святкують громади, 
старші, молодь і діти. Колядники 
прославляють новонародженого 
Христа та найкращими побажан-- 
нями вітають господарів та їх 
родин. Цей скарб принесли нам зі 
собою наші поселенці і ми маємо 
його берегти, бо він є нашим вкла - 
дом в загальну культуру Канади. 

До програми святкувань вхо- 
дить також зустріч Нового Року 
по Юліянському календарі під 
назвою «Маланка». 

В місті Едмонтоні відбулося 
кілька «Маланок», але одна 3 Kpa— 
щих святкувалася дня 19 січня в 
домі УНО. 

Щоб належно привітати Новий 
2008 Рік та добре забавитися так 
зібралося багато молоді, коляд-- 
ників та гостей. По смачній вечері, 
яку все знаменито приготовляють 
господині М. Гошко 1 Н. Коваль, 
до залі загостили колядники. Пер-- 
шим входив звіздар а за ним музи - 
канти зі скрипкою та акордіоном 
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«Маланка» УНО в Едмонтоні 


ФОТО -- РОМАН ПЕТРІВ 
«Маланка» носить на руках Василя. 


i колядники і гучним «Добрий 
Вечер Тобі» привітали голову 
УНО Ю. Йопика та Славу Йопик 
від ОУК як господаря і rocno— 
диною дому. Тоді посипалися старі 
чудові коляди, які підготовила Л. 
Петрів зі співаками «Сузір'я» та 
A. Семенко з дітворою «Джерела» 
i молоддю УНО. Всі присутні 
прилучилися до колядників і зда- 
валося, що тут не громада колядує 
а вся канадська земля з'єдналася 
з Україною в одну суцільну роди-- 
ну 1 разом величає різдво Хрис- 
тове. Було прекрасно! 

Після коляди, ясна річ, була Bece— 
ла сценка з «Маланкою» Василем, 
циганом, циганкою, козою 1 т. д. 


Дівчата вибрали «Маланку», 
з'явився Василь, якого «Маланка» 
носила на руках а циган з циганкою 
привели козу і ще довго розважали 
присутніх жартами і сміхами. 

До танцю пригравала добра і 
знана оркестра «Барвінок» a при- 
сутні танцювали до сходу та ба- 
жали всім прийти 3a рік ще про- 
довжувати гарно проведений час. 

В ролях виступали особи: В. 
Семенко - господар, O. Muy - 
господиня, А. Войценко - Ма- 
ланка, Л. Пантелюк - Вались, А. 
Никифорук - коза, Ф. Цісар - 
циган, JI. Цісар - циганка, музика: 
М. Білаш - скрипка, Д. Руснак - 
акордіон, Р. Руснак - котик. 


Едмонтонський ЛУК ініціовав 
конкурс поем про УПА 


Тарас Подільський 

"Управа Ліги Українців Канади в Едмонтоні, грату- - 
лює всім учням Курсів Українознавства ім. Івана 
Франка за їхні творчі праці в конкурсі писання поеми 
в честь Української Повстанської Армії i Генерала 
Романа Шухевича. Ми одержали разом 21 твори. 
Відчули в усіх поемах щирий дух пам'яті і пошани 
героям Українських визвольних змагань. 

Конкурс був ініціований і фінансово підтриманий 
Лігою Українців Канади в Едмонотні з підтримкою 
вчителів і директорки Курсів Українознавства Лилії 
Сухої. Тема поеми була (до вибору) в пам'ять героїв 
Української Повстанської Армії (в 65 ліття його 
створення) або Романа Шухевича (в 100 ліття дня 
його народження). Зміст поеми мав охопити зна- 
чення героїчних дій вищезгаданих борців Українцям 
сьогодні. Роботи приймалися у формі комп'ю- 
терного набору любого формату яке мало від 25 до 
40 ліній. Кінцевий термін подання творчих поем був 
30 листопада, 2007р. 

Журі складалося із слідуючих осіб: Тарас Поділь- 
ський, Володимир Бойчук i Наталка Таланчук. Всі 
твори були вичитані і оцінювані на базі змісту 
(значення героїчних дій) і творчості (емоційній 


Зліва на право: Марія Качмар, 


В 
Христина Нич, Тарас Подільський, Ярослав пев Надя Космина, 


ефект). Не було легко вибрати переможців, бо було 
багато цікавих і творчих елементів в кожній поемі. 
Після чіткої аналізи і довгих дискусій журі вибрало 
слідуючих поем як найкращих цього конкурсу: 

1 12 курс: Перше місце - УПА написала Марія 
Качмар, Друге місце - Українська Повстанська 
Армія написав Марко Шмігельський, Третє місце 
- Роман Шухевич- Особа написав Стефан Тарнав- 
ский. 3 і 4 курс: Перше місце - На зламі війни 
світової написала Надя Космина, Друге місце - Ви 
встали за волю написала Христина Нич, Третє 
місце - Пісня братів УПА написав Стефан Мар- 
тинків. 

Голова ЛУК Едмомтон Ярослав Шевчук і голова 
комітету Конкурсу Тарас Подільський вручили 
переможцям монетарні нагороди перед їхніми 
однокласниками 26 січня 2008 року на сходинах 
курсів. 

Сподіваємося що кожен курсант багато навчився 
про героїв нової доби Української історії і про свій 
власний потенціял у вивчання Української історії і 
в писання Української поезії. Надіємося що 
незабаром буде зоорганізований новий конкурс, з 
новою історичною темою. 


Марко Шмігельський. Не були присутні на фото перможці: Стефан Тарнавський, Стефан Мартинків. 
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Dovbush figures in both 


13 


Yekhanurov reveals 


Ukrainian and J ewish folklore plans for switching to 


(PDKCUF) — 
Feb. 5, 2008 the 
Peter and Doris 
Kule Centre for 
Ukrainian and 
Canadian Folk- 
lore was pleased 
to sponsor a pub- 
lic lecture by Dr. 
Larisa Fialkova, 
senior lecturer in 
the Department of 
Hebrew and 
Comparative Lit- 
erature at the Uni- 
versity of Haifa. 

Fialkova is the 
author of books 
and articles on the 
Ukrainian dias- 
psora, including 
Ex-Soviets in Is- 
rael published by 
Wayne State Uni- 
versity Press and 
Koly Hory Skho- 
diat’sia (When 
Mountains Meet) 
just published by 


Dr Larisa Fialkova (second from the right in the back row) with students Svitlana 
Kukharenko, Andriy Chernevych, Genia Boivin, Nadya Foty, Katherine Howell, and 
Lyudmyla Shmygelska and professors Natalie Kononenko and Andriy Nahachewsky. 


professional army 


(RFE/RL)—Defense Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov said on Feb. 14 that 
transforming Ukraine’s armed forces into a fully professional army will 
cost 49.5 billion hryvnias ($9.8 billion), RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service re- 
ported. 

Yekhanurov said that the first stage of the transition, which will be 
conducted this year — “assembling the contractual army” — requires 
over 11 billion hryvnias. 

According to Yekhanurov, the Ukrainian Army currently has 200.000 
troops, but this number will be reduced to 191,000 by the end of the year. 

After the switch to a fully professional army, it will comprise 143,000 
troops. 

President Yushehenko last year issued a decree ordering the goyvern- 
ment to make the armed forces fully professional by the end of 2009, but 
the Defense Ministry later announced that the last military draft will be 
held in 2010. 


38th Annual Small Group Tour To 


UKRAINE 


September 8-23/08 
$3,890.00 


(all inclusive) 


the Folklore Insti- 
tute of the Ukrainian Academy of 


Sciences. She spoke about the many 
connections between Israelis and 
Ukrainians. 

She began with the legend of 
Dovbush, a Ukrainian Robin Hood 
figure said to have roamed the 
Carpathian mountains. 

The figure of Dovbush is known 
in Israeli folklore, as well as the 
folklore of Ukraine. One legend tries 


to explain the meaning of Dovbush/ | 


Dobush, which, in Hebrew, means 
bear-like or hirsute. According to 
legend, the infant Dovbush/Dobush 
was nursed by a dog and thus ac- 
quired both a hairy body and his 
name. Interesting legends of the 
adult Dovbush have him interacting, 
usually in a friendly mamner, with 
the important and mythical Jewish 
figure Bal Shem Tov. 

As Doybush and Bal Shem Tov 
became intertwined in the folklore 
of the past, so many Israelis today, 
especially those who are immigrants 
from Ukraine and other parts of the 
former Soviet Union, combine their 
Slavic and Jewish heritage. This can 
be seen in everything from stories, 
to theatrical performances, to the 
production of embroideries with 
Ukrainian themes. Ukrainian 
diaspora culture in Israel is alive and 


well, Fialkova concluded. Ukrainian 
and Israel folklore feed and enrich 
each other. Seeking international 
comparisons and contrasts to the 
Ukrainian experience in Canada and 
the way that it is expressed in folk- 
lore will help us understand the 
Ukrainian diaspora experience 
around the world. 4 

In addition to delivering her pub- 
lic lecture at the Kule Centre, 
Fialkova also visited several folk- 
lore classes where she spoke about 
finding informants and collecting 
narratives. Students asked questions 
and were able to compare their own 
work in Canada to Fialkova’s re- 
search in Israel. 

Feb. 7, Fialkova delivered a lec- 
ture at Athabasca Hall co-sponsored 
by the Kule Centre and CIUS, the 
Canadian Institute for Ukrainian 
Studies. In this lecture Fialkova 
stressed political and identity issues. 
There are many immigrants in Is- 
rael, she said, and policies toward 
their cultures have changed over 
time. Currently, there is no incen- 
tive, political or economic, that 
would support the retention of 
Ukrainian language or culture. Yet 
many immigrants retain the lan- 
guage and relish opportunities to 
speak it because of their personal 


Ukraine to consult on Kosovo 


(RFE/RL) — President Viktor Yushchenko said on Feb. 19 that Ukraine 
will formulate its stance over Kosovo’s declaration of independence after 
consultations with the European Union, Russia, and the United States, 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. 

Yushchenko said that the decision whether or not to recognize Kosovo 
will be made under circumstances that “have many regional nuances.” 

Yushchenko also echoed the Foreign Ministry in saying that "Ше for- 
mula for the settlement of Kosovo’s status should not become a precedent 


for other countries” 


Polit orders former 


Call: Andy Koshelanyk 
204-661-5802 
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love for Ukraine. While there are no 
government institutions supporting 
Ukrainian culture, the immigrants 
themselves have organized assorted 
activities and have recently started 
publishing a journal. 


“We, as Albertans, 
want a responsible 
and competent 
government. After 
36 years, it’s time 
for change and I'm 

ready.” 


= = 
Sandeep Dhir 
Albertaliberal for Edmonton Manning 


Meet SANDEEP 


Sandeep is committed to service 
in the community: 


« homelessness has increased in 
Edmonton by 199% in the last 2 
years 

* due fo shortages in health care 
workers, many families go without 
a family doctor 

« the cost of education continues to 
rise for Alberta families 

¢ housing costs are rising and rent 
keeps going up 


¢ President and Board Member 
of the Edmonton Inner-City 
Housing Society, 2000-2006. 


- Member of the Board of 
Theatre Network (The Roxy), 
2001-2006. 


Sandeep has been married for 15 
years to Sandra, a professor at 
the University of Alberta. 


* eliminate health care premiums... 
NOW 
¢ reregulate electricity to lower Our 


Sandeep is a lawyer and Partner 
at a major Alberta law firm. 


transport minister’s arrest 


(RFE/RL)—A Kyiv district court on Feb. 11 ruled against continuing 
former Transportation Minister Mykola Rudkovskyy’s house arrest and 
ordered him to be remanded into pretrial detention, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service reported. 

The court ruled that Rudkovskyy has not complied with the conditions 
of his house arrest. 

The Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) detained Rudkoyskyy the previ- 
ous day in connection with several investigations into misuse of state funds 
in the Transportation Ministry during his term, 

Nestor Shufrych, a lawmaker of the opposition Party of Regions, said 
that Rudkovskyy’s arrest could be a provocation aimed at complicating 
the situation in parliament. 
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Сумна дійність 
«щасливої» 
торгівлі людьми 


Мар'яна Драч 

(Радіо Свобода )- Слово «щастя» найменше приходить на думку, 
коли йдеться про сексуальну і трудову експлуатацію. Втім, недавно в 
ЗМІ з'явився новий термін - «щаслива» торгівля людьми. Йдеться 
про явище, коли злочинці обіцяють звільнити жінок із сексуального 
рабства і навіть дати їм гроші, якщо вони привезуть з дому зміну. 

Добре вдягнута, забезпечена жінка повертається у рідне місто чи 
село і розповідає, що за кордоном знайшла чудову роботу. Про те, що 
була там повією, ані пари з уст. Тому журналісти й охрестили таку 
торгівлю людьми «щасливою»: ті, що шукають нові жертви, роблять 
вигляд, що самі дуже задоволені життям. 

16-річна молдаванка Ірина розповіла Радіо Свобода, що її таким 
чином за 200 доларів продала до Росії сусідка: «Коли ми не хотіли 
робити те, що нам кажуть, нас били. Вони сказали, що викинуть нас 
із вікна, що нас уб'ють. Вони говорили, що заплатили за нас великі 
гроші, тепер можуть робити все, що їм заманеться». 

Злочинці залучають своїх колишніх жертв як посередників, щоб 
таким чином застрахуватися від ризику, розповідає Крістіна Кангас- 
пунта, яка в ООН веде проблематику протидії торгівлі людьми: «Пере- 
важно таких жінок не допускають до керівництва організації. Вони 
роблять те, що найбільше видно органам влади, тобто, роблять найри- 
зикованіші речі». 

Схема залучення до злочину проста 1 водночас дієва: погоджуєшся, 
то отримуєш винагороду, відмовляєшся, то чекай, що з тобою і твоєю 
родиною можуть трапитися страшні речі. 

Сьогодні дуже важливо не замовчувати проблему сексуальної екс- 
плуатації, заявила у своєму виступі на конференції ООН у Відні бри- 
танська кіноактриса Емма Томпсон: «Люди не хочуть про це знати, 
багато з них це заперечують. Багато хто насправді не переймається 
тим, що юних дівчат гвалтують. А в деяких частинах світу згвал- 
тування - це просто частина життя, так, мовляв, стається». 


Львів за фільми 
українською мовою, але 


студії дубляжу у місті немає 


Галина Терещук 

(Радіо Свобода )- -Віднедавна в Україні діє заборона демонструвати 
у кінотеатрах фільми, дубльовані російською мовою. Озвучення чи 
субтитри мають бути державною мовою. У Львові вітають рішення 
про дублювання фільмів українською мовою. Але досі у місті не 
створили власної студії дубляжу. 

Якщо говорити мовою цифр, то, згідно з опитуванням для компаній 
Sony i Disney, лише 11% українців проти того, щоб збільшувати 
кількість фільмів, дубльованих українською мовою. 

Водночас Фонд громадської думки, відомий своєю виразно про- 
російською позицією, стверджує, що переклад фільмів українською 
мовою не подобається більш як 6096 українців. 

Тим часом, як стверджують представники дистриб'юторської 
компанії B&H Film Distribution, дублювання фільмів українською не 
вплинуло на відвідуваність кінотеатрів на Сході і Півдні України. 

Львів'яни різного віку у переважній більшості підтримують рішення 
про обов'язковий переклад фільмів українською мовою. 

Можливо, через 2 роки у Львові таки створять студію дубляжу. 

Але, хоча Львів має близько 10 театрів, велику кількість професій-- 
них акторів, театральне відділення в національному університеті імені 
Івана Франка, досі тут не створена фахова студія дубляжу фільмів. 

Відомий філолог Ірина Фаріон, депутат Львівської облради, каже, 
що лобіюватиме, щоб у бюджеті на наступний рік заклали гроші для 
створення студії дублювання фільмів у Львові. 

«Треба тут робити таку фахову студію. А Київ має вчитись у Львова 
реакції на те, що фільми мають дублюватись українською мовою», — 
вважає вона. 

Однак чекати доведеться щонайменше 2 роки. А в Києві планують 
відкрити фахову студію уже у березні. Щомісяця обіцяють дублювати 
півсотні фільмів. 


Тимошенко дізналася про новий борг 


(Українська правда)- Прем'єр-міністр Юлія Тимошенко заявила, 
що президент Росії Володимир Путін у ході зустрічі з нею в Москві 
підтримав необхідність відмовитися від газових посередників між 
двома країнами. 

Про це Тимошенко заявила в інтерв'ю журналістам 21 лютого 
ввечері в Києві після прибуття з Москви, повідомляє кореспондент 
каналу 7141". 

3a Ti словами, під час п'ятигодинного спілкування з представниками 
"Газпрому? вона з'ясувала, що стан справ в газовій сфері ще гірший, 
ніж вона уявляла. 

Тимошенко повідомила журналістам, що за 2007 рік Україна винна 
Росії не лише гроші, але й газ. Тому мусить повернути понад мільярд 
доларів та чотири мільярди кубічних метрів газу. 

Прем'єр пообіцяла погасити грошовий борг за кілька днів. До того 


азійського газу, за російський - дорожче. 


Гості Посольства. 


езня, 2008 


Посол Осташ представив проект 
проведення Днів української культури 


(Прес-служба Посольства України в Канаді)- -10 
лютого ц. р. в Посольстві України в Канаді відбулася 
зустріч товариства "Друзів Посольства України", 
участь у якій взяли представники української грома - 
ди з Оттави, Торонто, Монреалю, Вінніпегу та інших 
міст Канади. 

Під час зустрічі Посол України в Канаді Ігор Oc— 
таш ознайомив гостей з Планом заходів Посольства 
на 2008 рік, зокрема з проектом проведення Днів 
української культури в Канаді, що відбудуться BO— 
сени ц. р. 

Передбачається, що у рамках Днів української 
культури пройдуть виступи Донецького державного 
академічного театру опери i балету імені A. Со- 
лов'яненка, який представить Гала концерт україн- 
ських оперних зірок та Реквієм на музику українсь - 
кого композитора Євгена Станковича, приурочений 
вшануванню 75-ї річниці Голодомору в Україні 1932 
- 1933 років. Передбачається, що у рамках Днів 
української культури також пройдуть в різних міс-- 


тах Канади концерти українського піаніста Сергія 
Салова, виступи української рок-групи "С.К.А. Й, 
виставка канадського художника українського 
походження Вільяма Курилика, Дні українського 
кіно та низка інших проектів. 

Участь у засіданні взяв також Головний диригент 
та музичний директор Донецького державного aka— 
демічного театру опери і балету імені А. Соло- 
в'яненка Василь Василенко, який представив гостям 
проекти театру, які планується провести у рамках 
Днів української культури в Канаді. 

У ході зустрічі Посол закликав об'єднати зусилля 
української громади для успішної реалізації даного 
культурного проекту. 

Після зустрічі гості Посольства були запрошені 
відвідати Гала концерт, який відбувся під Патронатом 
Посольства України в Канаді. Гостьовим диригентом 
концерту виступив музичний керівник Донецького 
державного академічного театру опери і балету імені 
А. Солов'яненка Василь Василенко. 


Український диригент Василенко 
представив Гала концерт оперних арій 


(Прес-служба Посольства України в Канаді)--10 
лютого ц. р. в церкві Домініон Челмерс м. Оттава 
під патронатом Посольства України в Канаді відбув- 
ся Гала концерт італійських арій, гостьовим дириген- 
том якого виступив музичний директор Донецького 
державного академічного театру опери i балету iM. 
А. Солов'яненка Василь Василенко. 

Солістами концерту виступили відома канадсько- 
польська оперна співачка, сопрано Марія Кнапік 
(Maria Knapik), меццо-сопрано Джулі Несралах 
(Julie Nesrallah), сопрано Джудіт Вашон (Judith 
Vachon), тенор Фрейзер Рубенс (Fraser Rubens), те- 
нор Стів Мішо (Steve Michau) та баритон Марк 
Бушей (Mare Boucher). Під час концерту солісти 
виконали арії з опер Дж. Верді, Дж. Пучіні, В. 
Моцарта, Г. Доніцетті. 

Посол України в Канаді Ігор Осташ у знак виз-- 


ж платитимуть за старими цінами - 130 доларів за тисячу кубів| Музичний директор Донецького держ 


нання заслуг маестро Василя Василенка у справі 
поширення позитивного іміджу України та попу-- 
ляризацію українського культурного надбання вру-- 
чив йому сертифікат Почесного Посла української 
культури в Канаді. 

9 лютого ц. р. концерт під керівництвом Василя 
Василенка відбувся в Монреалі. 

Передбачається, що наступний раз В. Василенко 
прибуде до Канади з метою участі у Днях україн-- 
ської культури восени ц. р. та спільно з оркестром і 
хором Донецького державного академічного театру 
опери і балету ім. А. Солов'яненка представить Гала 
концерт українських оперних зірок, а також Реквієм 
на музику українського композитора Євгена Стан-- 
ковича, присвячений вшанування 75-ї річниці Голо-- 
домору в Україні 1932 - 1933 років. 


та відома польсько-канадська оперна співачка Марія Кнапік. 
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Putin threatens to aim nukes at Ukraine 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Russian 
President Vladimir Putin on Feb. 14 
threatened to target Ukraine with 
nuclear missiles should Kyiv allow 
NATO bases on its soil following its 
planned accession to the alliance. 

The warning came two days after 
Putin’s three-hour one-on-one meet- 
ing with President Viktor Yushchen- 
ko in the Kremlin, which averted an 
earlier-threatened Russian natural 
gas supply cutoff on Feb. 12. 

“We will be forced to re-target our 
missiles at objects that we believe 
may threaten our security,” Putin 
said at a press conference in Mos- 
cow. “I have to say about that today 
directly and honestly to prevent 
speculation in the future.” 

Russia’s threat to aim the missiles 
at Ukraine, the country that even 
Putin has previously described as 
“the brotherly nation,” underscores 
the aggressive rhetoric and growing 
militancy in the Kremlin. 

Russia last year promised to tar- 
get its missies at Poland and the 
Czech Republic if the two countries 
allow construction of a U.S. anti- 
missile complex, which is to include 
high-precision radar and 10 inter- 
ceptor missiles. 

Washington said the complex is 
aimed at countering the threat of 
possible Iranian missile attack and 
would not be able to overcome thou- 
sands of Russian ballistic missiles. 

Putin’s latest remarks did not sur- 
prise Ukraine, a sign that the issue 
had been already raised and dis- 
cussed at the Yushchenko-Putin 
meeting in Moscow on Feb. 12. 

“This is the right of the Russian 
Federation to state its position,” 
Oleksandr Chaliy, Yushchenko’s 
chief foreign policy aide, said at a 
press conference on Feb. 14. 

“The very fact that the Russian 
president clearly articulates his po- 


Rice attacks ‘reprehensible’ 
Putin warnings 


By Daniel Dombey, Financial Times, Feb. 14, 2008 

Condoleezza Rice, US secretary of state, yesterday highlighted the tense 
relations between Moscow and Washington when she hit out at Russia’s 
“reprehensible” rhetoric and said she would appoint a special energy co- 
ordinator for central Asia, a region dominated to date by Russian energy 


interests. 


Appearing at the Senate’s foreign relations committee, Rice responded 
fiercely to questions about recent Russian behaviour, including President 
Vladimir Putin’s suggestion this week that Ukraine could be targeted with 
nuclear missiles and his warning of a new arms race with the west. 

“The unhelpful and, really, I will use a different word, reprehensible 
rhetoric that is coming out of Moscow is unacceptable,” 

The US secretary of state emphasised that she believed the principal 
areas of difficulty related to the post-cold war map of Europe — on issues 
such as North Korea and Iran, the two countries co-operated much more 


closely. 
“The Soviet Union... 


Soviet Union.” 


Canada raps Russia’s threats 


(UkrNews)—Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs Deepak Obhrai on Feb. 15 sharply criticized comments made by 
Russian leaders, including President Vladimir Putin that they would aim 
nuclear weapons at Ukraine if it joined NATO, in a statement made in the 


House of Commons, 


“Mr. Speaker, Canada was very disappointed by the recent statements 
made by Russian leaders, including President Putin, stating that they would 
aim nuclear weapons at Ukraine if it joined NATO and allowed U.S. mis- 
sile defence assets on its territory. Such statements are a source of preoc- 
cupation in Canada as well as with the Euro-Atlantic community,” he 


said. 


“Even if couched in hypothetical terms, the threat gives us cause for 
considerable concern. As a matter of fundamental principle, the use of 
such threats is unacceptable. Moreover, it is not consistent with the posi- 
tive relationships we have been striving to develop in the post-cold war 


environment. 


“Our response is firm: the sovereignty and independence of Ukraine 
are not to be questioned. Ukraine is free and must remain free to choose 
the foreign policy course that suits its aspirations. In this respect, it can 
count on Canada’s unquestionable support,” said Obhrai. 


is gone forever, and I hope that Russia under- 
stands that,” she said. “We are absolutely devoted to the independence 
and sovereignty of Ukraine and of other states that were once a part of the 


sition shows that we have been talk- 
ing openly, honestly,” Chaliy said. 
“Each party understands the steps 
the other party would undertake if 
any actions are taken.” 

Putin’s remark is apparently 
aimed at discouraging Ukraine from 
joining NATO. It comes a month 
after Kyiv has officially requested 
Brussels a permission to join the 
Membership Action Plan, a program 
precedes the accession to the alli- 
ance, in April. 

Putin argued the request comes in 
contrast with position of the major- 
ity of Ukrainians. 

“According to information that I 
have, the majority of Ukrainians are 
against joining NATO, but the 
Ukrainian leadership has taken 
course and has signed the paper to 
start the accession,” Putin said. “Is 
this a democracy? Who asked the 
people of that country whether they 
want it?” 

Yushchenko said the accession to 
NATO would come only after the 
move is approved by the people at a 
referendum. 

“There is no threat to Russia from 
the territory of Ukraine,” Foreign 
Minister Volodymyr Ohryzko said 
Feb. 14 adding that Ukraine has vol- 
untarily gotten rid of the world’s 
third biggest nuclear arsenal follow- 
ing the break-up of the former So- 
viet Union. 

Martin Wolf, a political commen- 
tator for the Financial Times, said: 
“The political divergence between 
Ukraine, increasingly free, and Rus- 
sia, increasingly despotic, is as clear 
as it is disturbing.” 

“The KGB-state is unable to un- 
derstand that fear and respect are 
antitheses, not synonyms,” Wolf 
said in remarks posted on his blog 
at FT.com. “Mr Putin has made по 
secret of his regrets about the col- 


Rice said. 


lapse of the Soviet empire and his 
resentment at the subsequent expan- 
sion of the European Union and, 
even more, of NATO.” 

“What seems absent from his dis- 
course is why these countries, so 
familiar with beneficent Russian 
rule, should have handed over their 
futures to bodies whose central pow- 
ers are Germany and the US, respec- 
tively,’ Wolf said. | 

“Let us rid ourselves of illusions. 
This is no new cold war, but it is a 
cold peace. That is a tragedy. It is 
also а reality. It is one the West must 
live with, probably for a long time 
to come.” 
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Gov't publishes anti- 
UkrGaz-Energo ruling 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s government on Feb. 13 pub- 
lished its resolution effectively putting an end 
to UkrGaz-Energo, a key natural gas supplier 
accused of non-transparent gas transactions. 

The resolution was approved on Feb. 6, but 
its publication had been delayed for almost a 
week until after Ukrainian and Russian lead- 
ers had agreed in principle to replace the com- 
pany. 

UkrGaz-Energo was made by the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych 
the dominant gas supplier to Ukrainian indus- 
trial consumers, reselling 55 billion cubic 
meters of gas in Ukraine. 

The Tymoshenko government attacked 
UkrGaz-Energo in January by reducing the 
amount of gas that the trader had been allowed 
to sell this year from 55 billion cu m to 5 bil- 
lion cu m. 

Tymoshenko has been seeking to eliminate 
UktGaz-Energo to allow all domestic gas sup- 
plied be handled by Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the 
national oil and gas company. 

The plan is to improve the financial stand- 
ing of Nafogaz, which had posted almost $1 
billion in losses in 2007 partially due to the 
fact that UkrGaz-Energo had monopolized gas 
supplies to the lucrative industrial sector. 

The government’s another resolution, pub- 


lished on Feb. 13, specifically names Naftogaz 
as the sole supplier of gas to the industrial 
sector, including power generating compa- 
nies, gas distributors and other consumers. 

The government also stipulated that 
Naftogaz is authorized to handle exports of 
gas that are produced by its gas extracting arm, 
UkrGazVydobuvannia, or ЮСУ. 

Naftogaz was expected to export a tiny 
amount of gas, about 9 million cubic meters 
this year, compared with about 15 billion cu- 
bic meters ЮСУ is expected to produce. 

The exports of gas to Europe could become 
the most profitable line of business for 
Naftogaz, which is extremely important as the 
government seeks to improve its finances. 

Meanwhile, the rapid replacement of 
UkrGaz-Energo with Naftogaz as the only gas 
supplier to the industrial sector may clash with 
earlier declared plans to create a new joint 
venture between Gazprom and Naftogaz. 

President Viktor Yushchenko and his Rus- 
sian counterpart Vladimir Putin agreed in 
principle Tuesday to create a new 50-50 joint 
venture between Gazprom and Naftogaz to 
handle UkrGaz-Energo’s business. 

Gazprom owned 25% in UkrGaz-Energo 
through another joint venture, RosUkrEnergo, 
in which the Russian gas monopoly owned 
50 


Putin wants equal conditions for investors 


(RFE/RL)—Russian President Putin on 
Feb. 20 told Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Tymoshenko at his residence in Novo- 
Ogarevo that Russia’s main priority is that 
Russian investors in Ukraine to be given con- 
ditions not worse than others, including Ukrai- 
nian investors, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
reported. 

Putin recalled that during his recent meet- 
ing with Ukrainian President Yushchenko they 


agreed that there are neither unresolved is- 
sues nor deep discrepancies in relations be- 
tween Russia and Ukraine. 

Tymoshenko told Putin that she discussed 
in detail with Russian Prime Minister Zubkov 
the Ukrainian-Russian action plan approved 
by both presidents, and she confirmed that 
her government wants to take fully advan- 
tage of the cooperation between Ukraine and 
Russia. 
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via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
14 Day All inclusive Tour 
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with extensive sightseeing of Yalta, Bakchysaray, 
Sevastopol and Chersonesus. 
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STUDENT TOUR 
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via Czech Airlines from New York 
15 Day All Inclusive Tour 
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via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
10 Days All inclusive Tour 
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Burdon members present greetings from the mayor of Lviv, Andriy Sadovyy to Mayor Sam 
Katz of Winnipeg. Left to Right: Rostyslav Tatomyr, Mikhail Kachalov, Ivan Ohar, Mayor 
Katz, Olena Yeremenko, Lubomyr Ishchuk, Harry Lazarenko (City Councillor and Chair of 
the Winnipeg-Lviv Sister City Committee) and Prof. Roman Yereniuk (Winnipeg organizer). 


Burdon and Rozmai 
enchant crowds in Winnipeg 


By Prof. Roman Yereniuk 

The days of Feb. 5 to 9 were the warmest 
musical days of winter in Winnipeg with the 
arrival of the Burdon Ukrainian Folk Band 
from Lviv. Over a period of three days, 
Burdon dazzled school children, dancers and 
the community with three mini concerts (one 
hour each) and a full two-and-half hour con- 
cert. In addition they conducted a workshop 
with Rozmai Ukrainian Dance Company that 
culminated in a beautiful production for the 
finale concert. In addition the five Burdon 
members had the opportunity to tour Ukrai- 
nian Winnipeg and do some shopping, espe- 
cially of the musical kind. 

On the first day, Burdon visited an inner 
city school — Strathcona, in the heart of the 
old Ukrainian North End. This was a perfect 
fit for Strathcona School educators who have 
work relentlessly to transform the way in 
which curriculum is taught and learned. 
Burdon’s participatory hands-on approach to 
song and dance engaged the children in а very 
non-threatening manner. Burdon’s excitement 
and passion for their art form afforded 
Strathcona School’s children with an extraor- 
dinary opportunity to work with world class 
musicians and to explore a new culture while 
being creative and self-expressive. It was ab- 
solutely thrilling for the inner city children to 
experience a major world class folk band. 

Ralph Brown School in Winnipeg with its 
Ukrainian Bilingual Ukrainian-English pro- 
gram hosted Burdon on Feb. 7 and were 
treated to a one hour concert. Students of the 
Bilingual and English programs enjoyed the 
ten song concert and at the end participated 
in looking over and trying some of the exotic 
music instruments. Many of the children loved 
the “Mykolai Carol” because they had sung 
it traditionally over the past number of years 
with their music teacher Olya Harkava. Бу- 
eryone agreed that the concert experience was 
a novel way of bringing Ukrainian world 
music into a school setting. 

The Burdon and Rozmai workshop on Feb. 
8 played a prominent role in the renaissance 
of the Ukrainian dance art form. The dancers 
worked with their professional Artistic Direc- 
tor — Gabriella Rehak and Burdon’s five pro- 
fessional musicians to perform to live music 
in preparation for the debut of Polissia Qua- 
drille that was just recently choreographed by 
Kyiv’s Volodymyr Shmahun. The Workshop 
inspired the dancers, many of which cherish 
dance as their only thread to Ukrainian culture 
and heritage, to reach new heights with the very 
sophisticated choreography and fabulous live 
music. The event was organized by Rozmai’s 
Gabriella Rehak, Artistic Director and 
Anastasia Sych-Yereniuk, Chair of the Board. 

A Friday afternoon concert (Feb. 9) at the 
University of Manitoba was organized by 
Prof. Roman Yereniuk, Acting Director of the 
Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Studies. The 
performance at St. John’s College’s Chapel 
was well attended by over 100 students and 


faculty members. Burdon performed without 
speakers and the music filled the chapel cham- 
ber with amazing acoustics. The concert also 
was supported by St. Andrew’s College, the 
Department of German and Slavic Studies, 
St. John’s College and the Ukrainian Students 
Union at the U of M. 

The finale concert at Jubilee Place in 
Winnipeg was the crowning jewel of Burdon’s 
three day visit to Winnipeg. Rozmai Ukrai- 
nian Dance Company shared the stage with 
the world renowned folk band, Burdon. 
Burdon’s musical accompaniment of live 
music to Rozmai’s commitment to the beauty 
of dance and preservation of the Ukrainian 
culture was reflected in their compelling and 
electric performance of Polissia Quadrille. 
This top-notch performance of dance creativ- 
ity was complemented with the incredibly 
syncopated rhythms of Burdon. The dancers 
underwent an incredibly powerful experience 
dancing so well — elegantly, lightly and with 
great finesse accompanied by young creative 
musicians from their parent’s or grandparent’s 
homeland. In addition, Rozmai performed an 
amazing Pryvit dance, a difficult Bukovynian 
Suite and the charged and energetic Hopak. 

Burdon Ukrainian Folk Band performed 
three sets that included 22 different songs from 
the mountainous region of the Carpathians and 
also included songs with influences from the 
neighbouring countries of Poland, Moldavia, 
Slovakia and Hungary. For good measure there 
were also songs with gypsy origins and in one 
song they performed with the strong beat of 
African drumming. Altogether this was a sort 
of “world music festival” with prominent roots 
in Ukrainian culture. 

The musicians played on some ten differ- 
ent instruments, often changing positions with 
the instruments or even doubling up. In addi- 
tion they sang to about half of their songs. 
The beautiful alto voice of Olena Yeremenko 
enchanted the audiences many times. The 
harmony of the instruments and of the voices 
was amazing. The only acapella song — “On 
the Way home from Debrecen” was very me- 
lodic, well harmonized and balanced between 
the male and female voices. The first song of 
the evening — a stylized version of “Sviatiy 
Mykolai” quickly brought the crowd into the 
performance because many of attendees had 
heard this winter song many times growing 
up in Manitoba. The Finale — “The 
Kolomyika Set” was outstanding for its clar- 
ity and musical interpretation. 

For the Winnipeg audiences, Burdon per- 
formance was the concert of the year. Their 
unique approach to the music tradition of the 
Ukrainian Carpathian Mountains was out- 
standing while their blending of melodies 
from Ukraine’s neighbours was majestically 
performed. 

Ukrainian Canadian musical groups have a 
great resource in Burdon in order to update 
and create new idioms of musical expression 
in Canada. 
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Ukrainian Churches in the 
Prairies: The Sanctuary Project 


By John-Paul Himka 

(CIUS)—An all-day workshop 
held at the University of Alberta on 
Jan. 26 focused on preserving the 
heritage of Ukrainian sacred culture 
in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 
Manitoba. 

Forty-three participants from 
across the three prairie provinces 
accepted the organizing committee's 
invitation to help plan “Sanctuary: 
The Spiritual Heritage Documenta- 
tion Project.” This is a major col- 
laborative effort aimed at: 

» Digitizing, as comprehensively 
as possible, the results of all past 
projects that have painted or photo- 
graphed the churches; 

¢ Copying historical photos and 
videos in private and institutional 
hands for a central digital record; 

» Systematically photographing 
all churches (exterior and interior), 
church vessels and vestments, bell 
towers, cemeteries, tombstones, and 
chapels in the Ukrainian Canadian 
prairies; 

» Digitizing all historic recordings 
of church music from the parishes; and 

e Videorecording liturgical services. 

Most of this material will be made 
available on the internet. 

In his remarks in the opening ses- 
sion, the National Executive Direc- 
tor of the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress, Ostap Skrypnyk, made the 
point that the Ukrainian bloc settle- 
ments and the Ukrainian areas of 
cities are important components of 
our heritage, but they are disappear- 
ing. The churches and other sacred 
monuments are markers that we ex- 
isted and even changed the land- 
scape of Western Canada. Preserv- 
ing the record of these markers re- 
sists Our erasure as a community. 
Consider, he said, that the French 
Canadians Баує а well established 
geographical place. Canadian Ukrai- 
nians need to recognize that they 
have their place too. 

Conference presentations in- 
cluded a survey of existing publica- 
tions and projects dealing with 
Ukrainian churches and other sacred 


Thomas Nahachewsky makes his presentation. 
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KYIV, YALTA-LVIV-VIENNA 
September 8-24, 2008 Tour Director: Rev. Msgr. M. Buyachok 


Cost from Winnipeg: $3995.00 - Edmonton: $4095.00 
Price is per person based on double ocupancy 


For prices from other cities, to reserve or 
for more information contact: 
Astro Travel Services 2204 Bloor St. W. Toronto M6S 1N4 
416-766-1117 Toll Free 1-800-265-9926 
e-mail: astrotraveltoronto@hotmail.com 


Tour is limited to 30 persons 
Fr. Michael has escorted numerous trours to all corners of the world 


If you like this paper, but 
‘have not yet subscribed 


PRICES: 
In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $40.00 (CND) (GST included) 


monuments, a well-illustrated talk 
on Ukrainian graveyards, presenta- 
tions on past and former projects in 
Manitoba, and several presentations 
on photography and databasing. 
There were also three hour-long di- 
rected discussions in which partici- 
pants made suggestions about how 
to go about this work. 

Among the participants were Met- 
ropolitan Lawrence Huculak of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church as well 
as official delegates from the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Church of Canada, 
representatives from the Alberta and 
Manitoba governments, community 
activists, members of the executive 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Archives 
and Museum of Alberta, professors 
from various disciplines (including 
Natalie Kononenko, Kule Professor 
of Ukrainian Ethnography), a tech- 
nology-savvy architect with a pas- 
sion for these churches, a computer 
and systems analyst from the City 
of Edmonton, a choir director, a pho- 
tographer-artist, and others. 

~The conference was organized by 
a committee consisting of Jars Balan 
(Kule Ukrainian Canadian Studies 
Centre, Canadian Institute of Ukrai- 
nian Studies), John-Paul Himka 
(Religion and Culture Program, 


The Eloquent Eye 


A book review by Robert B. Klymasz, Ph.D. 
The North End: Photographs by John Paskievich. Winnipeg, Manitoba: 
University of Manitoba Press, 2007. xvi + 160 pages. $39.95 

Like all art at its best, the work contained in this book defies picky 
analysis. And not surprisingly, captions and explanatory notes are totally 
absent here. For Paskievich, after all, it’s the image alone that matters. 
His focus on Winnipeg’s “north end” underlines the cultural significance 
of a storied yet often denigrated sector of the City that’s always domi- 
nated the Ukrainian experience in this historic “gateway to the west”. 
While his empathy for the people of “the north end” evolved over a pe- 
riod of many years, it gradually turned into a labour of love and culmi- 
nated in this book of 160 selected works. Restricted to black and white, 
Paskievich’s palette depicts his subject matter in a beautifully haunting 
and somewhat mournful sort of way — a visual lament for an immigrant 
quarter once peopled by east Europeans of all kinds but now transformed 
into a racially tense inner-city-ghetto. 

As he explores this grass-roots setting, Paskievich uses humans to carry 
his message. Whether sitting, walking, lying, standing, marching, danc- 
ing or simply staring into his lens — Paskievich’s characters steal the 
show and turn his book of stills into a slide show that moves, informs and 
entertains from cover to cover. In many of his photographs, he naturally 
draws on his Ukrainian heritage to provide visual contrasts that juxta- 
pose traditional iconic elements (like traditional Ukrainian embroideries, 
“perogies” and onion-domed churches) with commonplace banalities (like 
beer bottles, cigarette-smoking, and knee-high dolls in Ukrainian cos- 
tume). The effect is provocative and playful at the same time. 

Stephen Osborne’s introductory essay (“Invisible City: John Paskievich 
and the North End of Winnipeg”) is an important part of this book and 
needs to be read along with glowing reviews published locally in The 
Winnipeg Free Press (on Oct. 21, 2007) and nationally in The Globe and 
M ail (on Nov. 3, 2007). Researchers will want to compare this corpus of 
photography with publications by other leading art photographers of 
Ukrainian descent operating in elsewhere Canada (most notably Orest 
M. Semchishen in Alberta and Edward Burtynsky in Ontario). In the mean- 
time, get yourself a copy and enjoy! 
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CIUS), and Frances Swyripa (De- 
partment of History and Classics, U 
of A). The Ukrainian Studies Fund 
subsidized travel for participants 
from outside Edmonton, and the 
Religion and Culture Program соу- 
ered all other workshop expenses 
thanks to the Anna and Nikander 
Bukowsky Endowment Fund. 
Detailed information about and 
materials from the Sanctuary Plan- 
ning Conference are being put up on 
the Website of the Religion and Cul- 
ture Program of CIUS: <http:// 
www.ualberta.ca/~cius/religion-cul- 
ture/index.htm>. 
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The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies is seeking a contractor to do development work. A 
summary of duties and responsibilities is provided below. A more complete position 


CIUS Development Officer — Contract Position 


Identification, solicitation, and stewardship of donors and donor prospects. 
Create a three-year plan of fundraising goals and objectives and their implementation. 
Maintain correspondence both in English and Ukrainian. 
Write proposals, reports, press releases, and other communication materials in Ukrainian 
to the North American Ukrainian-language press and other media in English. 
Prepare brochures, pamphlets and other materials (in English and Ukrainian). 
Develop and manage the budget for fundraising activities. 

Document transactions and activities of donors and donor prospects and provide 
information to facilitate gift acknowledgement and donor recognition. 


Work closely with members of the University of Alberta’s central development office. 
Remain up-to-date on current fund raising and volunteer management programs, 
practices, and procedures being used in the not-for-profit sector. 


Contract period: April 1, 2008 to March 31, 2009. Renewable, pending funding. 
Availability of contractor: 4 days or 28 hours per week. 
Amount of contract: $40,000.00 


Please send a cover letter and résumé to: 


Director 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
450 Athabasca Hall 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, AB T6G 2E8 


Fax: (780) 492-4967; e-mail: citus@ualberta.ca 
Deadline for receipt of application: March 14, 2008 


corruption at Euro 2012 


Three out of four Ukrainians expect their country’s management of the 
Euro 2012 football championships, which it is co-hosting with Poland, to 
be at least partially corrupt, according to poll data made public Feb. 8. 

A whopping 76 per cent of Ukrainians said they “were sure or almost 
sure” their country’s preparations for the tournament would see graft, kick 
backs or other forms of corruption, according to the Kyiv International 
Institute of Sociology (KIIS), a survey company, reports DPA. 

More than half of Ukrainians (56 per cent) predicted the corruption 
“would be substantial.” Only a tiny minority (4 per cent) expected Ukraine’s 
preparations for Euro 2012 would not be corrupt in any way, the survey 
found. 

Less than one-third of those surveyed (29 per cent) said they were con- 
fident Ukraine would manage to do a good job hosting the event. 

The poll conducted in late January surveyed 2,036 persons, and has a 
maximum 3.5 per cent margin of error, according to the KIIS report. 

Ukraine and Poland won their bid to host the event in April 2007. 

Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko at a Feb. 8 meeting of the gov- 
ernment council coordinating preparations for Euro 2012 conceded the 
greed of Ukrainian public officials already has turned planning into a 
shambles. 

“Right now we still have three different (government) agencies work- 
ing on preparations,” Yushchenko said. “Not to help us get ready, but to 
divert the maximum amount of money possible into the black economy.” 

Ukraine’s Euro 2012 planning council has repeatedly missed planning 
deadlines, most recently failing to complete a schedule of tasks needing 
completion to host the event. 

Ukraine needs by some estimates as much as $5 billion investment in 
roads, hotels, stadiums, and service industries to develop infrastructure 
up to standards needed to host a European football championship. 

Speaking in Kyiv, Yushchenko pointed out the equally daunting admin- 
istrative challenges facing the country, including the fact that fewer than 
half of the responsible government agencies even possess a plan for Euro 
2012 preparations. 

There is also an absence of a consolidated national list of football infra- 
structure and no laws at all mandating how the government will carry out 
its preparations to host the championship. 

Yushchenko and other Ukrainian officials have repeatedly promised they 
will meet UEFA deadlines set for tournament preparations, but actual work 
in the country has been slow.Most Ukrainians expect corruption at Euro 
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in the country has been slow. 


YELLOWHEAD 
PET CEMETERY 


Carl & Janice Kope 


Ph: (780) 903-0740 
(780) 795-2629 


www.yellowheadpetcemetery.com 
Email: yhpet @telus.net 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, Feb. 21 - March 6, 2008, 21 лютого — 6 березня, 2008 


Most Ukrainians ехресі | РодКорауєта enters International 
Gymnastics Hall of Fame 


More than a decade later, the 1996 Olympic Games 
in Atlanta remain a bit of a blur for Lilia Podkopayeva 
of Ukraine. 

The 29-year-old remembers standing atop the medal 
podium, receiving the women’s all-around gymnastics 
gold medal, and listening to her nation’s anthem. Then 
came a meeting she laughs about today. 

Following the medal ceremony, “I met the president 
of the United States, Bill Clinton, and he shook my 
hand,” Podkopayeva said before being inducted on Feb. 
9 into the International Gymnastics Hall of Fame, re- 
ports The Associated Press. “He said, “very good job’ 
and ‘congratulations.’ But at that time, I didn’t under- 
stand any words in English!” 

Podkopayeva joined Olympic champions Shuji 
Tsurumi of Japan, Stoyan Deltchey of Bulgaria and Ma 
Yanhong of China as the gymnastic hall’s 2008 induct- 
ees, raising the total number of gymnasts in the hall to 
64. Ludwig Schweizer of Germany received the hall’s 
International Order of Merit. 

When she won the gold medal in Atlanta, 
Podkopayeva became only the fourth woman in 24 
years to win a gold medal in the world championships 
one year and an Olympic gold the next. She also held 
the European all-around title at the time, giving her a 
triple crown of sorts rarely seen in the sport. 

“It’s always hard to get on top, but it’s most hard to 
Stay on top,” she said. “It’s so hard to explain why.” 

Bart Conner of the United States, himself a member 
of the gymnastics hall and also its president, noted that 
during the era in which Podkopayeva competed, she 
faced numerous talented opponents, including Shan- 
non Miller and Dominique Moceanu of the U.S., Mo 
Huilan of China and Svetlana Chorkina of Russia. 

“What I liked about her is she is one of the most 
complete gymnasts,” Conner said of Podkopayeva. 
“Sometimes gymnasts are good in one or two areas, 
and then they may have a couple of weaknesses that 
they just hope to get by on. But she was a very bal- 
anced gymnast. 

“She came up under that Soviet training system and 
she had ... power, artistry and technique. That’s why 
she was the ideal gymnast. She had the complete pack- 
age.” 

In the all-around in Atlanta, Podkopayeva’s stunning 
floor routine earned a score of 9.887 and easily clinched 
the four-event competition. Gina Gogean of Romania 
won the silver and two other Romanians, Simona 
Amanar and Lavinia Milosovici, tied for the bronze. 

Also in Atlanta, Podkopayeva won a gold in floor 
exercise and a silver in balance beam, finishing behind 


Lilia Podkopayeva 


Miller, who is a member of the gymnastics hall. 

Podkopayeva said she distinctly recalls the partisan 
crowds in Atlanta that made the competition more dif- 
ficult for non-U.S. gymnasts. 

“T understand, everybody cheers for their athletes,” 
she said. “That is normal. For me, it was a hard time 
(competing), but I did it. ... It was very hard, but at the 
same time, I was very happy, because I always dreamed 
about winning the Olympic gold medal.” 

Podkopayeva now is married with two children and 
lives in Kyiv. She serves as the Ukrainian United Na- 
tions Goodwill Ambassador for HIV/AIDS and is her 
homeland’s Ambassador of Sport to the Council of Eu- 
rope. She is also a well-known television personality 
in Ukraine and-recently won that nation’s version of 
the TV show “Dancing With the Stars.” 


Ukraine back on track for Euro 2012 


Decisions on two key stadiums show that authorities 
in Ukraine, told by UEFA to take action quickly, have 
turned the corner in preparing for the Euro 2012 soc- 
cer championship, the country’s sports minister said 
on Feb. 8, reports Reuters. 

Yuri РаміепКо said the government and local offi- 
cials had come to realise the stakes involved in stag- 
ing, along with Poland, the largest sports event to be 
held in the ex-Soviet state. 

“Authorities in Ukraine will not let this chance slip 
through their fingers and will prepare the country for 
2012 in the best way possible,” he said. 

“This will be the best European championship ever. 
We will take concrete steps to counter any suggestion 
by our competitors that this chance might be taken away 
from us and the championship held elsewhere.” 

The government on Feb. 6 clinched a deal with a 
property developer to tear down part of a shopping cen- 
tre adjacent to Kyiv’s main stadium that UEFA said 
violated crowd control rules and could jeopardise plans 
to hold the final there. 

Pavlenko said a plan to renovate the 84,000-seat 
Olympic Stadium, first built in the 1920s and used in 
the 1980 Moscow Olympic Games, could now be ap- 
proved next week. 

Local authorities in Lviv staved off criticism of their 
preparations by naming a contractor to build a new 
33,000-seat stadium at a cost of 85 million euros. 

Pavlenko said new stadiums in the other two host 
cities — Donetsk and Dnipropetrovsk — would be 
completed this year and the two cities in reserve — 
Odesa and Kharkiv were proceeding well with their 
preparations. 

“T have по doubt at all that all stadiums will be ready 
by 2010 in order to take part in the 2012 champion- 
ship,” he said. 

UEFA president Michel Platini the previous week 
criticised Poland and Ukraine and said the coming 
months would be “decisive” in determining whether 
conditions could be met for Euro 2012. 


Rumours swept Kyiv that the country would have 
its right to stage the event withdrawn. 

The two ex-communist countries face serious diffi- 
culties in building or modernising poor roads and rail 
lines, updating ageing airports and building new ho- 
tels. 

Pavlenko said the country’s top elected officials had 
taken action to put the campaign back on course. 

President Viktor Yushchenko, whose presence played 
a key role when the joint bid was declared the winner 
last year, had held two meetings of top organisers in 
three weeks. The government promised to approve an 
action plan next week. 

The budget for preparations, Pavlenko said, was set 
at the equivalent of $24.7 billion dollars, about 80 per- 
cent from private investors and 15 percent from the 
national budget. 

“The accent, therefore, is on the state and the host 
cities to create opportunities for potential investors,” 
he said, including sporting venues, road construction 
and improvements to communal services. 


Alpine to build Lviv stadium 


(Construction and Maintenance News)—Alpine, 
FCC’s Austrian subsidiary, has been selected as pre- 
ferred bidder to build a new sports stadium in Lviv, 
which is to host the UEFA EURO 2012 soccer cham- 
pionship. 

The complex, on а 25-hectare site near the Lviv hip- 
podrome, will seat 33,000 and fulfill UEFA standards. 
The project includes the construction of other facilities 
such as a multi-function sports stadium, a car park and 
a hotel. 

The stadium was designed by architect Albert 
Wimmer, who also designed the new stadiums in the 
Austrian cities of Innsbruck and Klagenfurt, as well as 
the expansion of Salzburg’s stadium. 

For the Euro 2008 Football Championship, Alpine 
is building the Worthersee-Stadion and Stadion Tivoli, 
and is expanding Salzburg’s Wals-Siezenheim stadium. 
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Do you really need another | Russia-Ukraine gas 
beer? He hopes so 


By Steve Ladurante, The Globe 
And Mail, February 18, 2008 

John Vellinga knows something 
isn’t quite right with his business. 
According to the most recent cen- 
sus data, about one million people 
of Ukrainian descent live in Cana- 
dian — but since 2001, he has man- 
aged to sell them only 88500 cases 
of beer from their homeland. 

“Tf it only had to do with the value 
of the product and the quality, this 
should already be a top-five seller,” 
says Vellinga, who runs his import- 
ing business from Oakville, Ont. 
“But that’s not what it’s about — it’s 
about marketing and the tastes that 
people have gotten used to. They ve 
gotten used to hamburger, and they 
aren’t sure they like steak any 
more.” 

Vellinga started Multiculture 
BEVCO in 2001, when he and his 
wife, Katherine, returned to Canada 
after living in Ukraine for five years. 
As the owner of a management 
consultancy in the Ukraine, he had 
met with some executives at Baltic 
Beverage Holdings AB (BBH 
Ukraine), the country’s No. 3 
brewer, and worked out a deal to 
import Slavutich beer to Canada, in 
a bid to capitalize on our large 
Ukrainian population. In 2004, he 
added the brewery’s Lvivske brand 
to his list of imports. 

Along with the beer, Vellinga 
markets Ukrainian arts and crafts 
and other goods for expatriates — 
everything from handcrafted Ukrai- 
nian eggs to computer keyboards 
with Cyrillic keys — through his 
website, ukiestore.com. But his im- 
ported Ukrainian beer 
Multiculture’s main attraction — 
can be found on store shelves in 
Ontario, Manitoba and Alberta. 

Ontario consumers guzzled by far 
the largest portion of his brew last 
year, downing about 65 per cent of 
the 16,750 cases he sold, or some 
167,500 litres. 

While Ontario may be leading the 
pack, overall sales of Ukrainian beer 
in Canada are paltry in comparison 
with the numbers racked up by im- 
ports from other countries. In the 
No. 1 position sits the Netherlands; 
Canadians bought 46 million litres 
of Dutch brew in 2003, according 
to Statistics Canada’s most recent 
survey. The United States was in the 
No. 2 position, at 45.9 million litres, 
while Mexico was third, at 44.2 mil- 
lion litres. 

Even Polish beer, No. 10 on the 
Statscan list, with 2.9 million litres 
sold, outranks the Ukrainian prod- 
uct. “There are roughly the same 
number of Poles in Ontario as there 
are Ukrainians. But the Poles drank 
about 350,000 cases of Polish beer,” 
Vellinga says. “We look at that num- 
ber and we think, “Wow, if we could 
do anywhere close to that, we should 
sell at least 150,000 cases a year 
across the country.’ And that’s just 
on the ethnic side, without even 
thinking of the average Canadian.” 

Shih-Fen Chen, an associate pro- 
fessor of international business at 
the University of Western Ontario’s 
Richard Ivey School of Business, 
knows a thing or two about the in- 

ternational beer trade. After review- 
ing Vellinga’s plan to sell Ukrainian 
beer in Canadian stores, he wasn’t 
very upbeat about the prospects. 

“Tf you look at the selection in any 
beer store, you are going to see more 
than 100 different brands,” he says. 
“Even getting displayed in a store 
is a challenge. And even if you do 
convince them to carry your beer, 


John Vellinga (right) with Alberta Associate Minister for Capital Plan- 


ning Gene Zwozdesky (centre) abd his wife,Christine Zwozdesky at the 


Shumka Gala іп Edmonotn, Nov. 10, 2007. Multiculture BEVCO is опе of 


the sponsors of the Gala. 


you still need to convince the con- 
sumer to buy that product. If you 
have 100 brands in a store, the 
chance of being picked by a con- 
sumer is one in 100 if they are pick- 
ing randomly.” 

Prof. Chen says that Vellinga’s 
most promising customers are Ukrai- 
nian Canadians who already know 
about the beer, and there is little sense 
in engaging in an expensive adver- 
tising campaign to persuade other 
Canadians to give it a try. “The 
Ukrainians were already customers 
[of the beer] at home, and when they 
move overseas you can follow 
them,” he says. “You can see that in 
Toronto’s Chinatown, with Chinese 
beer. But if they want to sell to [other] 
Canadians, I see big problems.” 

Peter Chernyshoy, chief executive 
officer of BBH Ukraine, says if 
Ukrainian beer is going to be suc- 
cessful in Canada, Vellinga must 
“build distribution, and create mar- 
ket awareness of his brands using 
commercials and visuals.” 

Easier said than done, says Prof. 
Chen. But if advertising is going to 
be a priority, he suggests guerrilla 
marketing may be a clever way to 
put the beer in the spotlight. Guer- 
rilla campaigns exist outside of tra- 
ditional media outlets and count on 
word-of-mouth to get a company’s 
message to would-be customers. For 
example, Labatt ran a campaign that 
encouraged friends to send and sign 
e-mail petitions encouraging the 
Ontario government to add another 
long weekend in June. 

“Mr. Vellinga needs to tell a good 
story about the brand,” he says. 
“People drink a beer not only be- 
cause they love its taste, but because 
they appreciate the meaning of its 
brand. Look at Coors — everyone 
knows it’s a beer from Colorado 
using water from cool Rocky Moun- 
tain streams. They need that kind of 
intriguing story to get attention.” 

As part of a campaign, he suggests 
Vellinga should find an image or 
symbol - such as a sport, animal or 
piece of literature — that represents 
Ukraine, and then link it to his beer 
brand. It’s a piece of advice that 
holds true for any business trying to 
sell cultural items in a society that 
doesn’t have many reference points. 
Finding the nght symbol, though, 
will not be easy, because Canadians 
don’t think of beer when they think 
of the Eastern European nation. 

“Beer must have a good country 
image,” he says. “If you say I’m 
going to buy beer from Germany, 
people will assume it’s good. Beer 
from Belgium? That sounds good, 


too. But whether a beer coming from 
Ukraine sounds good or not, that is 
an issue that could be argued by a 
lot of people.” 

The best thing about guerrilla 
marketing is it can be low cost, 
something important for a small im- 
porter trying to break into a tough 
market. While Mr. Vellinga said the 
brewery plans to start helping him 
with his marketing expenses, the 
two sides “haven’t gotten to the 
point where we’ve budgeted yet.” 
As a further complication, any 
money he does receive will likely 
be tied to increases in volume. 

It’s essential that Vellinga target 
Ukrainians if he’s going to take ad- 
vantage of this rewards-based mar- 
keting situation, so Prof. Chen sug- 
gests he sponsor events important to 
the Ukrainian community. For ex- 
ample, when Canada’s National 
Ukrainian Festival gets under way 
this August in Dauphin, Man., Mr. 
Vellinga should make every effort 
to ensure revellers are celebrating by 
clinking bottles of Slavutich against 
bottles of Lvivske. 

This is important, he said, because 
the brand he is trying to sell in 
Canada isn’t terribly popular in its 
home country. Chernyshoy says the 
brewery holds 21 per cent of the 
market share in Ukraine. “Increas- 
ing business here is quite a challenge 
if you can only grab 21 per cent of 
the market back home,” Prof. Chen 
says. “Canada and the U.S. are the 
most challenging markets in the 
world for beer.” 

Jim Brickman is the founder of 
Waterloo, Ont-based Brick Brew- 
ing Co. Ltd., one of Canada’s larg- 
est independent brewers. When Bal- 
tic Beverage executives visited this 
country late last year, they sought 
him out to provide some advice 
about the Canadian market. The 
Ukrainian brewer started with Brick 
because it wants to align itself with 
the country’s microbreweries, be- 
lieving that its products are higher 
quality than those offered by the 
North American giants. 

“We brew craft beer, just on a very 
large scale,” Chernyshov says. 

Whether that’s true or not, 
Brickman’s advice was simple — 
brand awareness will make or break 
any product. Especially beer. 

“To come in with a brand that is 
virtually unknown outside of the 
Ukrainian market is a tough go un- 
less they want to be aggressive and 
spend some money,” Brickman 
says. “My advice is to come in here 
and prepare to lose money for many 
years. At least.” 


relations murky after 


presidents’ meeting 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Presidents Vladimir Putin of Russia and 
Viktor Yushchenko of Ukraine have agreed on a reshuffling of the cards 
in Russia-Ukraine gas relations. During Yushchenko’s Feb. 12-13 visit to 
Moscow the two presidents adopted on a personal basis what Yushchenko 
termed “tactical decisions” on gas relations for 2008 and “strategic deci- 
sions” for the years thereafter. Я 

Regarding the latter, Yushchenko declared, “We have agreed on the 
strategy, but will not publicize [afishirovat] it at this time.” He disclaimed 
“any desire as President to have to deal with gas issues” and credited 
Putin with a similar aloof disinterest: “I am sure that the same is true of 
Vladimir Vladimirovich”. Putin did not seem to take umbrage. 

The decisions focus on replacing the two intermediaries, RosUkrEnergo 
and UkrGazEnergo, from the Russia-Ukraine gas trade. In their stead, 
Gazprom and the Ukrainian state company are to establish two new joint 
companies, each on a 50%-50% parity basis. 

As Gazprom’s chairman and Russia’s president-in-waiting Dmitry 
Medvedev told journalists on this occasion, the intermediary’s title is im- 
material as long as the system continues. Gazprom, he said, can supply 
gas to Ukraine at European prices of some $300 without intermediaries, 
if Ukraine chooses that option. But if Ukraine wants cheaper Central Asian 
gas, it must accept an intermediary by agreement with Gazprom. The 
Russian side is ready for either option, Medvedev said. He recalled that 
Russia had in 2005 proposed to create such an intermediary in the form of 
a Gazprom-Naftohaz joint company, but that the Ukrainian side favored 
the RosUkrEnergo solution. 

The two existing intermediaries are Gazprom’s offshoots. 
RosUkrEnergo, 50% owned by Gazprom and 50% by Gazprom’s. Ukrai- 
nian allies, buys gas from Gazprom and delivers it through Gazprom’s 
pipelines to the Russia-Ukraine border. UkrGazEnergo, 50% owned by 
RosUkrEnergo and 50% by Naftohaz — and managed by long-time 
Gazprom collaborators in Ukraine — buys that gas from RosUkrEnergo 
at the border and sells it within Ukraine. There, UkrGazEnergo supplies 
the lucrative industrial market and Naftohaz the debt-ridden household 
market. This system is in place under the January 2006 agreements signed 
by Yushchenko’s energy team with Gazprom. 

Through this arrangement, Ukraine receives gas at prices far below 
those prevailing in Europe, although the price charged to Ukraine is ris- 
ing each year and should reach the European level by 2011. Ukraine pays 
$179.5 per 1,000 cubic meters in 2008, compared to more than $300 paid 
by most of Gazprom’s customers in Europe. Gazprom sustains this dis- 
count to Ukraine by buying Turkmen and other Central Asian gas far 
below European prices, adding some volumes of “European-priced” Rus- 
sian gas, and selling the mix to RosUkrEnergo for transport to Ukraine, 
where UkrGazEnergo distributes it to consumers. Attractive in the short 
term, this system of discounts is actually depriving Naftohaz of revenues, 
pushing it into indebtedness, and preventing it from modernizing Ukraine’s 
gas transit system, which Naftohaz owns and operates. By pushing 
Naftohaz toward bankruptcy, Gazprom aims for some form of shared con- 
trol of Ukraine’s gas transit system. 

In late January-early February, Gazprom threatened to reduce gas sup- 
plies to Ukraine as of Feb. 11, unless Naftohaz begins reimbursing ar- 
rears worth $1.5 billion. By Gazprom’s accounting, $500 million of that 
sum stems from a suddenly increased “Russian” portion in the Central 
Asian-Russian mix of gas supplied to Ukraine during November-Decem- 
ber 2007. With frost-hit Central Asia facing gas shortfalls, Gazprom com- 
pensated for the missing Central Asian volumes by adding expensive “Rus- 
sian” gas for delivery to Ukraine by RosUkrEnergo. Furthermore, Mos- 
cow complains that Naftohaz bought 5 billion cubic meters of gas in Janu- 
ary 2008 from UkrGazEnergo without a valid contract, once the price of 
the gas mix went up. 

The debt-formation mechanism has operated as follows: Naftohaz is 
unable to pay to UkrGazEnergo, which in turn cannot pay to 
RosUkrEnergo, which in its turn owes that amount to Gazprom. Thus, 
Gazprom tums to the Kremlin to collect the debt from Ukraine. The mecha- 
nism seems to work as Moscow intended all along. 

The Ukrainian government is now looking at debt-repayment options, 
which — according to Fuel and Energy Minister Yuriy Prodan — in- 
clude: collecting arrears from Ukrainian gas consumers, “restructuring 
its debts to Gazprom,” or taking yet another international loan to pay 
Gazprom through that chain of intermediaries. 

On Feb. 14, the Ukrainian cabinet of ministers under Yulia Tymoshenko 
decided to set up a commission to disband UkrGazEnergo and replace it 
with a Naftohaz-Gazprom parity company. Thus, Gazprom can move di- 
rectly into the transmission and distribution system within Ukraine, tak- 
ing over 50% of the business if this arrangement takes shape. 
RosUkrEnergo is to continue operating in 2008, pending its replacement 

in accordance with the Feb. 12 Putin- Yushchenko agreement. That agree- 
ment is only an outline, likely to be challenged politically in Ukraine. 


UkrGazVydobuvannya to boost investments 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s largest natural gas producer 
UkrGazVydobuvannya (UGV) plans to boost investments 41% this year 
in prospecting and production of hydrocarbons, seeking to reverse the 
country’s recent output decline, the company reported Jan. 30. UGV plans 
to invest 3.1 billion hryvnias ($614 million) in prospecting and produc- 
tion in 2007, up from 2.2 billion hryvnias invested in 2006, the company 
said. 
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Verkhovyna Ensemble hosts culinary-artistic Ukraine tour 


(UkrNews)—The Verkhovyna 
Ukrainian Song & Dance Ensemble 
took their audience and on a culi- 
nary and artistic trip through 
Ukraine at its “Celebrations” 
fundraising dinner theatre held at the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex, 
Feb. 8 and 9. 

The event was held in preparation 
of the Ensemble’s upcoming tour to 
Europe in 2009, which i is being held 
to celebrate its 50” anniversary. 

The regions were featured — the 
Subcarpathian Hutsul, Transcar- 
pathia and Central Ukraine. 

While patrons sampled delicacies 
from these regions, both component 
groups, the Verkhovyna Choir and 
the Dunai Dancers performed num- 
bers from those same regions. 

The Verkhovyna Choir, which 
was joined by operatic soprano 
Svitlana Sech for its first number, 
performed "Оу viz’mu vidertse” (“I 


Will take a Pail”) to represent the 
Hutsul region; “U nediliu rano” 
(“On Sunday Morning”), “Tykha 
voda” (“Quiet Water’), and “Kazala 
divchyna” (“The Girl Said”) for 
Transcarpathia; and “Yak ya bula 
malenka” (When I was Little”) for 
Central Ukraine. 

Dunai dancers performed the 
“Hutsul Suite”, the “Zakarpatskyj 
Kruchenyj” (“Transcarpathian Cir- 
cular”), and central Ukraine’s 
"Норак". 

Guest artists Brian Cherwick 
demonstrated several traditional and 
sometimes obscure instruments 
from Ukraine, while his band, the 
Kubasonics closed out the evening 
with dance music. 

As part of the Ukrainian Youth 
Association, the Verkhovyna En- 
semble consists of both youth and 
adult members who work towards 
increasing awareness of the Ukrai- 


Dunai performs the Transcarpathian number. 
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Verkhovyna sings with soloist Svitlana Sech. 


nian heritage and bringing our cul- 
ture alive by sharing it with many 
individuals. The Ensemble has per- 
formed for audiences in the United 
States, Brazil, Costa Rica, and 
throughout Canada. 

The Choir began, in 1959, as a 
ladies vocal ensemble with twenty- 
six women signing up. Under the 
direction of M. Sochaniwsky, their 
first director, they made their first 
public appearance on April 24, 1960. 
In 1976 the Verkhovyna Choir was 
restructured as a mixed choir. 

The current director, Halyna 
Lazurko, continues to strive to en- 
hance each individual’s voice, as 
well as, to create a varied repertoire. 
Their repertoire has grown to in- 
clude dramatic renditions of tradi- 
tional. ancestral and folkloric 
themes, as well, works depicting the 
contemporary realities of Ukraine’s 


enjoyment of friendship and the im- 
mersion into the heritage and cul- 
ture of generations past, is still 
strong 33 years later. The word 
Dunai is derived from the Danube 
River, in the heart of Eastern Eu- 
rope, where the river flows steadily 
through towns and cities bringing 


| continuity and life to its people. 


Brian Cherwick demonstrates one of 
his traditional instruments. 


people. It also included the Divine 
Liturgy, which was first sung on 
Easter, 1980. 

The Dunai Ukrainian Dancers, as 
part of the Verkhovyna Ukrainian 
Song & Dance Ensemble, was cre- 
ated in 1974 when 14 young and 
energetic people signed up to dance. 
The group, established for the mere 


The Dunai Ukrainian Dancers are 
comprised of approximately 35 
dancers from ages 15 to 33. The 
Dancers, sometimes coupled with 
the Verkhovyna Choir, present a 
unique choreography. Their distinc- 
tive and breathtaking performances 
have been warmly received at ban- 
quets, receptions, conventions, 
multicultural showcases, as well as 
their self produced full length shows. 

Currently Dunai’s Artistic Direc- 
tors are Tamara Tatuch and Shawn 
Owchar. 
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